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InTRODUCTION.  THIS IS YOUR ENEMY

The favorite Jap punch is below the belt.  Probably no
army in the history of wartare has equalled the Japs m
treachery and craftiness.  From the sneak raid on Pear!
Harbor, through the various Astatic and Pacific island
carmpaigns, the Japs have used every trick, cvery deceit
to gain advantage. Now, as they're backed tighter and
tighter against the wall and know they're fighting a los-
ing, suicidal battle, they can be expected to depart tur
ther and further from orthodox tactics, rely more and
more on trickery. The first thing any soldier who is to
fight against the Japs must learn is that under no
cireumstances are they to be trusted.

Apart from his skill in deception, the Jap soldier has
ceveral outstanding military virtues. He obeys prders
implicitly.  He fights on antil he's killed, even when
ook or wounded. His endurance and stamina hold up
ander the most trying conditions. He can exist in thi
feld on a minimum maintenance commitment. He's
pnusually skillful at cover, cammouflage, and concealment.

But the Jap soldicr also has several putstanding mmli-
tary weaknesses. Rigorously regimented  from early

childhood, he has never learned how to think for him
elf. 11e's slow in his reactions. He sticks too rigor
ously to a plan once made and fails to use nitianve or
imagination in adapting it to changing conditions. s
1 result of these, he's at a particular disadvantage when
surprised.

The way to beat the Jap is to surpass his virtues and
take advantage of his weaknesses. A good many of the
Jap antipersonnel measures deseribed in the following
pages are orthodox military tactics which we already use
or can easily learn to vse—better than the Jap uses them.
The below-thebelt measures can be counteracted by
knowing what those measures are and lknowing that they
all depend on one factor—surprise. The antidote to
surprise is alertness,

Only the head of a poisonous snake is dangerous.
Only a small part of his head—the fangs; the brain part.
is pretty inadequate. The more we know about him—
the more we use our better brains—the less dangerous
he hecomes. His one chance is to surprise us. I he fails
to do that, his chances against us arc Zero.
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CHAPTER 1. RUSES

A Jap can invent ruses as easily as a goldbrick can
invent diseases.  All Jap ruses. however, follow the same
basic pattern making danger appear harmless,. A Jap
pretends to surrender, he pretends to be wounded or
dead, he pretends o be a friendly avilian or one ol our
troops—all for the purpose of getting us to let down our
guard so that he can kill ws, capture us, contuse us, of
wreck our mateériel and installations.

At least go percent of reported Jap ruses are builr
around one of those four deceptions. The remaining
o percent use different matenals but keep to the same

patterm.

PHONY SURRENDER

The Japs have pulled—or tried o pull—the phony
surrender in virtually every operation since Pearl Harbor,
It may be a single man pretending to give up—coming
forward with hands in the air to prove his good inten-
tons. Then all at once, when he gets within range,
hand grenades fly out from his raised hands. Or possibly

the hand grenades or a few Molotov cocktails are hid-
den—temporarily—inside his clothing,  One Jap had the
grenade tied to his wrist.  He waited until he was very
close, then rapped the grenade against his steel helmet
and blew up one Jap and several “Yanqus”,

NOTE:
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Or the single man may be a decoy. On Kwajalein, a
Jap came out of i besieged pilbox with hands stretched
and obviously empty. When five of our men went after
him, Japs inside the pillbox picked off three of them.
In the Philippines, a Jap waved a white Hagr on a lull
thl‘.l Gur Lroaps n'uaw.i iluulr_',, e rm.rtu'-ﬂt'ﬂ for them
o come to him, and as they swaod up, Japs hulden
around the base of the hill opencd hire.
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A more elaborate example occurred a few days after
our Marines landed in the Solomons. A Jap captain
walked into a division CP and surrendered.  He also
currendered the labor battalion of which he was com-
mander: the men were wailing some distance down the
beach, he said, for a detml to be sent out to bring them
1. A colonel and a detachment ot 20 Marines were
sent to the spot in a landing boat, As they stepped
ashore, they were all killed except a serpeant, who man
ageed to returm, wounded, to base. The Marines who
rounded up the Japs shortly afterwards found that in
stead of belonging to a labor battalion, the Japs were a
special-weapons detachment, 200 strong,

Here are some other typical examples, chosen at ran-
dom from action reports:

In New Guinea, a group of faps cricd out 1in English,
“We give up. bt blasted the Allied troops who ap-
proached 1o take them prisoner.

On Saipan, Japs hidden in tunnels came out ostensibly
Li aurrfnuh‘:r and then u}){:tzml {ire on our Lroops.

In Levte, several [aps came toward our positions stat-
g that they wanted to surrender.  When they got close
enough, they started throwing hand grenades.

The obwvior s countermedsure b this ruse 15 to shoot

TAKE'EM OFE/
TAKE'EM OFF!

down every Jap who offers to surrender. But prisaners
are very valuable for intelligence purposes. Qur troops
in the field have worked out a bewer solution. They
i!ﬁn_l.'i-l that Japs who offer to surrender stnip to the skin
before they're allowed to come forward: if an mterpreter
isn't handy, it’s casy cnough to get this across by sign

Y
——

language. Only one of our troops exposes himself o
accept the surrender; the rest of the unit remains con-
cealed, covering him by fire. Prisoners are made to walk
with bath hands on top of their heads, and they arent
permitted to approach close enough to kick their captor
in the groin.  Captured Japs are never used as guides.




ra"r'ih'ilr. '."'.‘:"' :"l'.l.i'|."'-' Cf .-".‘.-r A af Biut he's r'r'.-lffr".i"r'f'.'r .'ri'_'l.' -”_f Car-

.hu: the 'lfur e 1Nl 5o banes and the Marine standing
siere; he sees a hand gremude H-r.'fun L-.-.-.-'_l.- reach u; the f1i%
corpse’s right hand.

¢ near him has appropriated ' ;’;.F_-:-- -“r I;;.” nr.r.-u Fal i :....".--.'.I.Iu.-. i crparet, I'.l"alf'.'r The I"-Im.u' $ fie a rope to the Jup's fw‘;';'..“.-r and drag him
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PLAYING POSSUM

Playing dead or wounded is another trick the _]a:g‘-ﬂ
have tried during nearly every Operatioft. Somctimes
s merely to save their own skin. But more often i's
a ruse to r3:1:'l: behind their encmy.  After he passes, they
come 1o life and open fire or throw hand arenades at his
back.

In the heat of battle or in jungle or hroken country,
playing possum is fairly casy. But the Japs often [u?g..-
not on concealment but on their own ability to reman
mationless for long perieds. On kowaialein, for example,

enemy soldiers lay 10 full view among the bodies ol

Japanese dead, Inding the time unul worthwhile targets
Hlllnuuhi prescint dhiemselvies. AL S0 jumar officer stood
Aose beside one of these live corpses for a considerable
period, presenting a periect target.  But the ];ﬂ! didn't
hother w shoot him,  He remained dead until several
athers hied joined the Arst officer.

Moral: Never trust even a dead Jap. Turn every
apparently-dead Jap race up-—ater making sure he isn't
]';'k||:-1:.'-[r:|]11'-"|?hl'. remove hiis weapons and make sure he's

really dead.

FRIENDLY ENEMIES

The Japs also faver the trick of using the language
of their enemy to lure him to his death or to create con
fusion. During the Makin operation, just helore dawn
an unarmed Jap appeared on the laguon shore crying,
‘Reveille, tellows. Gt up! Reveille!”  Another time
on Makin, a Jap velled our, “Hey, Charlie, where's
myv buddy?”

During another operation, the officer Jeading a Jap
attack g.:n'e the order. “Charge!” in English, and during
the progress of the attack a Jap shouted, "Take that gun

ta the left Hank.”

In the "H]|'|'|ir.'|'|1:|"1', I-ﬂm‘ !:_,:!IHIII_:.‘, dArmoig \led iEL!}l 1
positions wonld shout, “Move over, Joe! I'm coming in.

In the fighung in Southeast Asia, Jap intelligence per-
sonnel were often located with the advance puards to
confuse Allied troops by speaking out in Malay, Tamil,
FHindustani, Gurkhaly, Enghsh, or Dutch—depending on
the units in contact. During a night attack, Japs called
out i Dutch for the whereabouts of the Dutch com-
mander, and shot the commander when he answered,

Diaring a night attack by Japanese tanks on Guam, 3

—TTTA

j.iE] on Lop ol the first tank cried out, "American tank—
Okay, American tank—Okay!”

On Ramree Island in Burma, a rare Jap with a sense
ol humor whoe had worked his way close to our peri-

meter called out “He o, (h'_-r;u}ru!; take thi&_“' ;m,[ thirew

a hand grenade.

On occasions when they have known American, Aus-
tralian, or British troops tw be near, Japs have chatted
Arronn themselves m |'|:;JL:-|: Lo pLt the Alled TS all

thets _,_l|||;in] and lure them into ambush. O Buik, one

LIKE IN THE
4™ RALE AT
SANTA ANITA P

WHD Do vou " .? P b}

Vrf
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AMERILAN L

~~ AMERILAN TANK/
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EVETHIE il I!.viiil.;hlltighl or ten Japs, holding a conversa-
tion in English, strolled casually into our tank park. They
stopped near some of the tanks while they talked abow
horse racingr at Santa Anita. Then they continued
through the bivouac, arousing no suspicion until they
tried to return later on. The [Japs turned tail as soon as
they were discovered, but not without leaving behind
several demolitions.

In several arcas the Japs have managed to learn the
names of officers or men occupying our forward posts and
have called out to them in English by name.  This some
times had the purpose of putting them off their guard,
so that Japs might infAltrate; sometimes of making them
reveal themselves w enemy fire; somenmes of simply con-
fusing them. Mernll's Marauders reported that during
their North Burma campaign, Japs would frequemly
shout “Ding How,” which are the words—equivalent to
our “OK"—that the Chinese often vse to idenufy them-
selves to British or Amcncans,

This ruse somctimes has a more tactical applicavion.
fap troops in the Admiraities managed to learn the names
of officers commanding our platoons. During the beat
of an action, a Jap velled, “Retreat, Green. the whole regi-
ment’s falling back 1o another line.” Lt Green's platoon

H35446°—d45- - -2

promptly left its positions, In the Solomons, Japs who
had infiltrated 10 our flanks and rear shouted “With-
draw!” when the frontal attack began to develop n force.
During the same operation the Japs placed smoke on
Marine positions and then charged forward shouting
“Gras!”,

Wine times out of ten, the Jap's accent will give lim
away when he tries this ruse. The tenth time can be
counteracted by alertness; by avoiding loud talking in
close contact with the enemy; and by the use of code
names and recognition signals changed trequently.

WOLWVES IN SHEEP'S CLOTHING

II
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Time and agamn, in every theater, the Japs have worn
Allied unitorms and civilian clothing to deceive their
Cnemnics.

In Southeast Asia, ];ip troops w-.'.lrin;.: uniforms re-
semmbling the Chinese succeeded n capturing  Allied
soldiers by using o friendly signal they had learned from
hifth columnists. Other Japs in this theater dressed in
British and Dutch uniforms and steel helmets. In
h‘illﬂj’ﬂ. the Japs took advantage of the diffic lty 1n dis-
tinguishing Japanese from Malayans or resident Chinese

Ia

i T e N Sl B T h D ity 1" Ll 2 Bl Tl il -1 e
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by dressing as civiltans and hiding their guns unul they
could spring a surprise attack

I t\:{"n'l- 'lull!'r;hl. I|1: I.I;'a TWEC Ll Lt L!I'tll[.lt III'I;.FI.E'\
over therr hats to imrtate the headgear of Australian
troops, and in the Solomons our troops found dead Japs
wearing American helmets.  Among the Japs killed in
the Admiralties were some dressed 1n U, S. latigue suits
and helmets.

During one of the baules on Hiak, a U. S, tank mo
mentarily lost its fire protection. At that moment a Jap

dressed 1 an American uniform clunbed onto the tank

and dropped a grenade dnsude

Japs dressed in UL S, unitorms were also encountered
on Satpan. One group of these waited in the open unnil
U. 5. troops moved close, then opened fire with auto-
matic weapons.  Members of 2 fap unit in the Philip-
pines were ordered by their commanding officer to wear
native clothing and were prohibited from cutting ther
hair, Helmets and weapons were concealed under their

clothing. On Leyte, a group of about 30 Japanese troops

came toward Amerncan posions  dressed  as Filipino
WRIETIE . (I one LR CAS10T, rEIL"I- 'i:rrﬂ;r' water [‘!l.lﬂ::llﬂ
toward the perimneter and tollowed in behind the ani-
”I.llﬁ.

A particularly successful Jap ruse involving disguise was
reported recently from the Philippines. At about oroo
onc night, an officer and three enlisted men, all dressed
in U. 5. umiforms and riding in a U. 8. Y%-on truck,
came up to a sentry posted near Olongapo, Luzon.
The officer asked the guard in perfect English where he

13
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might find headguarters, and was directed to its general
arca.  Within 30 ounutes this detail, all Japs, had de-
L | r“'ll‘l! W Il!l 1]L’|ﬂ-|‘.'|].]l i.ﬂ”:'- fﬁt"i-"l'.ri-ll h{'.l\'!.-' J_'.I.”I"u. lrl].i.'ll."a.1 .ﬂni;l
| "u-]l.'l.i” !"u‘ll}:ll;'ll‘!l' [1[Il|.'.|£'|. H 5. 'L'l.'[:l.l s l‘:.ill!‘l.ll'l._l._':_ L‘Hﬂllllhll’.’!’i :.IZIIHHIH|
L. S, personnel from the explosions and gunhire during
the manhunt that tollowed.

Another use the Japs make of Allied uniforms is 1o
lie 1n trads simulatng Allied wounded and dead in order
fid .l-lT'I!'”'l-h ]'l.'" f“I‘ﬁ-

This disgmise ruse—which the Japs were still using on
{}L|.J1.|;‘..".'_I—rr.‘1.EI||;Tr'~. "i]H'.'l."i.Jl ]"lfli'l._.ll:li”'l"l\. ert":ll :l” nara-
La.“[}\"-”. ||:|1]|'L|I||.H||i"i '|.'|.||I'| "-l.]"‘.IHL 10T, l.'l.l"n.rrl.ll:l.:_ 11’1[’.“1 “.'Elth
hre unul they have properly  ddentibied themselves
E";.H‘H"-"- -l” trlhlih il'l tI'lL' drea, ||.I'|11 ||LlF‘.?.' i"]‘”l“."r use Gl
recognition  signals, changing them frequently. Take
1[1!1.}“.”; Lo Hf.lllltdl'. l.!l.:lll.l [l'.[ hlf.lll‘iJ'L'l"l ;l‘I "u'n-'l.[tllll HrL'
nade or bayonet rangc withou positive wlentilication,
e suspicious ot all bodies no matter what uniform they
wear.

Somctimes the Japs use civibans ar Allied troops for
actual cover, In Malaya, captured Indians were foreed
to move i from of artacking lap troops and call out
to the Indian troops 10 hold thar hre.  As a party of 15
japs advanced by might against U, 5, positions on Makin,

troops in the forward pesitions heard a woman's voice
crying, “Had boy, bad boy.”  Our men reluctamly opened
fire with their BARs. The next morning, they found
two bodies—one a Jap and one a native girl the Japs
had used as a decoy.

During the same operanon, a group of 20 or 25 natves
came into our lines atter dark.  The sentries heard chil-
dren ¢rving and talking and held thewr tire. Abour 10
minutes later a group of Jap soldiers came down the
road, They tried to imutate a baby's crving, bar the
trick was recognized. The Japs may or may not have

deliberately driven these nanves into our lines as decovs.
But ar any rate, they took advantage of their presence.

FIFTH COLUMNISTS

The natives used in those ruses were presumably inno-
cent.  Other natives have willingly collaborared with the

13
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Japs for pay or other reasons. The Japs have made the
widest use of Afth columnists, particularly in China and
Southeast Asia where quislings were elaborately organized
as government burcaus,  In the Pacific, the Japs made the

mistake of antagonizing the patives of r.mn;::u_] areas

by brutal treatment or by violating local taboos. Even
so, there were many whose treachery was for sale.

A list of the services performed by Jap-hired fifth
columnists would [l this beok. Here are just a fow
examples that have come to light:

Malayan natives spotted Allied defenses for attacking
lap ground troops by pointing the arms of brightly-
clothed  scarccrows or seattering salt, rice, and white
fRIPET OO the roads. 'i-hl..'}' indicated  motor Lransport
Piir:l"i."i Qr l'.'”'l'l!'l'lli_!!'ll1 ]':I[I'-n-lf'-i ['I:|.' ]"II!I]‘IIIL‘II'EEI |'|.|”.|]'|.| |1..4".|."'.
laundry, or planks. They pinpointed targets for Jay
[1|.1I|H"‘-. h}' ll'-llllplill;.: or cutting arrows m rce helds, amd
signaled to Jap Linding boats with lights.

l}llrfn;.:, the l:tii invasion of Burma, fitth columnises
placed “punciure raps™ on the roads to dimage or delay
Allicd motor vehicles. A sereen of natives moved abead
of advancing Jap troops, sending back information abow
detending troops as they moved from place 1o place.
Any ambush set to trap the Japs was vsually given away
by these quislings.

Soft-drink vendors in Southeast Asia signaled 1o the
Japs with a flag after serving Allied troops free drinks.

German missionaries in Wew Guinea guided the Japs
through the jungle to contact Australian forces.

Civilians drove their private cars to bridges prepared
tor demoliion by the Allies. so that Jap troops hidden
in the cars could shoot the troops guarding the bridges.

\ civilian hith columnist walked abour se yards in
front of a Jap pa[rrﬂ and Cn}_::tgcd apposing troops m
conversation whale the patrol took up hring positions.

Civilians from occupied areas who knew the names of
Albed troops previously stationed  there called out
Mwd troops by name and told them not to fire.

e e i e B AL




[Fake missionaries established secret radio Eransmitting
and receiving stations in cemeteries, abandoned (Juarries,
and houses near airports.  The rallest building 1n SIT-
E:l-nr!_' Wik t llIHLIIU.[ h Ii|- .HIII['E!I."I:_" iu-..u:-w: r|||h -_||l1|r:||-
nists operated a radio stanon there,

The only way to avold incidents like these is by rgtd
control of all natives. They must not be allowed neat
vital dostallations and fighting areas.  Narive podice of

proven imtegrny can be a great help i this control,

SCRAP OF PAPER

The ].1}1. have LIVCN COPCls evidenoe that |1'l.1"!..' r|_'_5_r.:r.f
the Geneva Convention in much the same way as the
World War I Germans regarded the Belgian Neutrality
Tn‘;lT}'. ThL'}IT[' VOery anxuomis Iof all other natsons to
abide by it to the letter. But the v don’t hesitate o
violate it when it suits their purpose.,

Here, out of many others, are three examples from
a single operation—the Solomons:

vo avord bombing, the Japs painted red crosses on
buitldings occupied by troops. One ol the “hospitals’
turned out to be an ammunition dump,

While an American medical officer was dressing the

wounded lee of 4 lap soldier, the bap pulled a kit
and stabbed biim.

A group of Japanese nurses walked up 1o our wounded
with their hands raised, and procecded 1o throw  hand

grenades among the casualues,

GRAB BAG

Here are some assorted Jap ruses that don’t fit under

any of the [rey ious }IL.ille'lF_'-l.'

TR, TR ——— " 'l'.m“

fap planes dropped leatlets and returned  soon after.
wards to drop bombs on Alhed soldiers who came out
m the open to pick them up,

Jap ships approaching a landing place in the Philippines
Hew the American flag,

in the Solomons, Jups hired natives te inform our
headquarters that they had concealed proups of wounded
Marines, and to offer to guide our rescue forces to the
men.  Our men were guided, nstead, into ambushes,

1



Among the large quantities ol Jap manulactared liquor
found on Saipan were bottles of woed alcohol bearmyg
Burgundy labels.

On E.-L'I}'ll'. ].||| patrat roapers who succeeded m pething
Iilt‘ul.l.g!'l {ir J'-'_'r'i:t]lL'lLI whistled .'|."|-.| M ER YL wli e booly
trapping two of our cub planes, 1o pass themsclves ofl
as U, 8. groundcrew men. The sume ruse Hopped when
they tricd to pass back

These are only samiples, It may he one of these ruses

the Jap tries apainst you, (Jr it may be a new one.
But it will follow the same basic pattern of making
danger appear harmless, and it wall depend for its suc
CUss i .'|'..1.ucl artertmalh.

Or to put it the ether way around, 1t will fal B you

keep your wits about vou,

IMPORTANT:
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CHAPTER 2. DECEPTION TACTICS

Most of the deception tactics of the Japs are routine
measures used by every army to give a false impression
of its strength or intentions.  The only difference is that
the Japs go to further extremes—in hoth  directions.
Some of their deception tactics are highly crafty. Others
are richeulous. Bur even their st ridiculous 1ricks
sometimes succeed simply because no one whao is not a
lap would believe that a full-grown man could seriously

try to pull such a childish trick.

SHOOT ME, PLEASE

The fire discipline of the faps s, by and large,
unusually good.  The fire discipline of the troops facing
them has sometimes proved less good, particularly when
the troops are green and fighting in unfamiliar tropical
country where every tree may hide an enemy sniper,
every rock may be alive; and where the encmy does most
of his Aghting by might. Jap “jitter patrols” go 1o every
possible pamn to exploit the trigger-nervousness of their
opponents.  As their opponents become cannier, they
rack their sly brains to invent new tricks,

Routine Jap tricks to draw premature fire that will
give away their enemy's positions are firing their own
wenpons at randon: ﬁhmﬂin; ofl hirecrackers: rapmng on
bamboo sticks in machine-gun tempo; lighting matches;
lashing fashlights; talking loudly or yelling. Mean-
while Jap snipers or observers are posted where they can
spot the source of any fire that may be drawn, The
spotters often infiltrate inside the Allied lines for better
ohservation,

Those are the cruder tricks,. When the Japs are up
against seasoned opponents who know how stlently the
Japs normally operate, less olwious methods are needed.
Oune or two Japs will move about at night near our
perimeter, making just enough noise to be heard but not
enough o make it seem delibersite When our Lroops
fire an automatic weapon in the di ction of the move-
ment, fap smipers shoot tracers at the weapon, enabling
4 mortar to open up on the position,

Or a Jap will run a rope o a bush near an Allied out-
post or pernimeter, then shake the bush from a position
where he can spot any weapon that fires, without being

23
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Or perhaps the rope 1s attached

in danger himself. i

to the trigger of a light machine gun, wh

aw retaliato
operate by remote control and hope to dr ry

fire. .
Another method, first spotted on Guadalcanal, is for

a hidden Jap to work his rifle bolt back and fnnh: A
refinement of this method was u:fr:d in .NL‘W Gumul::j.
The Japs designed a simple nlcchﬂnltﬂl.dﬂﬂ'ltﬂ that wou

s mitate the clicking of rifle bolts. This was attached to

a bush, and operated from a distance by jerking a rope.

Incidentally, the hrecrackers mentioned above are
always thrown ofl to one side of the Jap who lights
them. Other things being equal, even a Jap prefers
living to dying.

However, if these tactics fail, the Jap will use his own
body to lure fire. He'll launch a one-man banzai charge
directly in the face of a suspected Allied position. The
men occupying the position are faced with the choice of
shooting the Jap down, and thus playing into his hands,
or of dealing with a fanatic who has kissed his life
good-by running amok in their midst.

As soon as hire is opened on him, the Jap of course
hits the dirt, while other Japs, who drew longer ends
of the stick and are in safe cover, spot the weapons firing
on him.

On at least one occasion, the man who charged forward
in this way carried only a flag. Other times, at night,
the Jap was armed with a Tommy gun and tracer am-
munition which he fired in short bursts at places sus-
pected to be occupied. When he was fired on, he fat-
tened out while his friends to the rear or on the fanks
tried to locate our weapons. If he failed to receive fire
from one likely position, he moved on to another—all
the while closing in on our positions until someone

mim -
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INFLATION

Jap tactics for simulating sirength re fairly routine—
on paper. In a pitch-black jungle, bi a pintsize coral
atoll, 5,000 miles from home, they'te not quite so easy to
laugh off-—partcolarly when the demonstration is made

i your rear, which s the Jap's faverite ighting spot.

When the Japs stage an atiack, they generally trv to
mfiltrate beforchand a part of their force well inside

their enemy’s line. These woops, when the autack is

28

launched, yell, sct off firecrackers, rap bamboo sticks or
stenes to imitate machine-gun fire, run from tree o tree
shooting autonmaic weapons o give the impression that
a large force has encircled the defenders.  This 1s timed
o coincide with the frontal or flank awtacks, which are
often accompanicd by the same sort of demonstrations,

Demonstrations are also frequently staged to create
confusion that will enabie infiltrators 1o sl ip through, or
to cover a raid on a command post, ammunition dump,
arllery position, or communications. On Levie, for
example, a 105-mam howitzer was successfully satchel-
charged by two Japs under cover of a rifie-finng diversion-
ary group.

Or the demonstration may be designed o build up a
diversionary attack to make it appear the main show.
Diversionary attacks are practically SOP with the Japa-
nese.  Sometunes these are made by small pariies trying
te sound bike a large force. They may throw stones in
place of shooting, or the cartridges they fire may be
blanks; they're interested not in inflicting casualtics but
in confusing their enemy. At other times the diversion-
ary attack may be pearly as aggressive as the main attack.

A crafty refinement of the diversionary attack was re-

ported from the Arakan. Oa several cccasions the Japs

appearcd to have derached a snuall party from the mam
body and set up a decoy position.  Using paper bullets,
this detachment would fire dircctly into the main body
of Japanese troops, This fooled our troops—or did the
first time—three ways. They theught the Japs didn’t
know their location; they were contused as 1o the position

of the main body of Japs; and what they thought was

surely the safest direciion 1 their viciuy was actoally
the most dangerous, from which a surprise assault was
shortly launched.

During the hghting on Ramree Island and near Kan-
gaw in Burma, the Jups fushed lights from nearby hills
to makc us believe the hills were occupred. When thus
first happened, our artiliery fired a copsiderable concen
iration onto the hills, Later we learped that the hilis
were unoccupied, The Japs had cur notches in trees and
placed oil-spaked rags or some simiiar material in the
notches o make a light.

In another Burma area, the Japs put-up demmy men
to fool the opposing troops. The duminies may have
been corpses. On several occasions they have dropped
false skerches of their positiens along roads or urls,
hoping that their enemy would waste ammunition sheli-
ing a NONexisient position.

DEFLATION

The Japs don't alwavs try 1o appear stronger than they
arc. Often they iry 1o appear weaker. or cven non-
existent. fJap methods of concealment and camouflage are
discussed in Chaprer 5. The point 1o be made here 15
that their concealment and camoutlape are not intended
merely 1o proteci them from observation and attack.
They have an offensive purpose as well. Concealment
and surprise are the backbone of Jap offensive taciics.

In swtable terramn, Japs will purposely let themselves
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ines &5 well kaowne In many cases, this i done by

simpic steaith under the cover of night, favorable ter
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I other cases, the infiltrating ix done brazenly by Japs
impersonating civilians or fricadly troops.

Or the infiltration may be done by sheer force. A
frontal assault is made, by night, with the objcet not of
advancing the Jap line but of passing as many nicn as
possible inside our line. As a sample of the japanese
military mentality, there have been times when large
anmbers of fap troops have managed te inblirate iar
within our lines in the course of an ali-out banzai charge,
it the infliraters had no instructions as to what they
were to do once they had infiltzated. Consequently
they spent the next few davs trying 1o sncak back to their
own lines.

In still other cases, the infiliration only appeans w be
infiltration. The “infiltrators” are Jap troops who have
purposely allowed themselves to be overrun or bypassed.
This, again, may be done simply by remaining concealed.
Or it may be brought about by a ruse.  During the aight,
Jap troops will drive a salient inte the Allied perincter;
then allow themselves 1o be repulsed at first lighe.  Some
of them, however, remain behind, concealed with atito-
matic weapons in the tops of coconut paims or other
hiding places, to harass our advanee,

- a.]
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Our troops have oiten been surprised to find Japs whe
have infiltrated within their lines over wirtually im-
nassable couniry using heavy Japanese equipment. The
:rxplanalimm is simple. Before the Japs were driven out
of the area, they buried the equipment, well oiied and
greased, and dug it up when they sneaked back. In at

£
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least one instance, imnocent-looking Jap graves, reveremly
and neatly fenced in, were used for this purpose.  Twelve
"graves” were opened in an area where a Jap spearhead
had been slashed off. In only one was there a body.
The others were filled with war matériel, including
three 75-mm guns, two 37.mm gons, more than 1,000
rounds of ammunition. a dozen combination wlephone-
telegraph sets, and five rolls of welephone wire.

A sort of siepesister of infiltration is this tactic of the
Japs: When they have located our perimeter, they fire
their machine guns about waist high over our position.
Then they send a group of men crawling in ander their
own fire. They crawl very slowly until they feel the
adge of a foxhole. Then they back away a bit and
throw in hand grenades,

WIRE TAPPING

The Japs have shown themselves fairly adept at wire
2pping and cufting in on radio circuits.

[n the Admiraltes. an Allied gomm AA Dartery was
tapped on several occasions between 2240 and midnight,
the wire tapper cliiming to be, on one occasion, a certain
officer commanding a plaroon, and on another, & ser-
geant, He announced in cach case the discuption of our
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pians and the success of the enemy. Since his voice
wasn't recoguized, his messages weren't heeded. But 3

later message, believed to be false, resulted in a change
of command posts,

INFORMATION
PLEASE /
b
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In anciber cuse of tanping in the same ares, the voice
over the wire pleaded, to the accompaniment of groaning
and sighing, “For God's suke. lift that mortar hre”

On one of the small islands 1o the Solomons, our
Masines ran o tough fortificd opposition and exlied
tor 10c0-pound demolitton boapbs. The group air com-
mander of an aircraft carsier was directed 10 bomb the
istand, but on his way there received 3 counterordier
stating tha: the Marines had secured the island .a"u- the
mission was called off, Fortunately, the Jap who had
cut 1o, aithough he spoke English with a pu':ri...u:t ;in‘;;:n—
can accent, wasn't able ro furnish the authenticating
vode word,

A Murine eoloned sent back this example from Guadal-
canal: *In the h:&xdt‘r‘ we adopted the custom of drop-
ping all ranks and diides. We used code names for the
officers.  All ranks use these code nimes for us.  We did
this because the Nips caught on to the names of the
officers and would yell or speak in the night: “This 15
Captain Jos Smith talking. “A” Company withdraw 1o
the next hill' So we adopted code names. Captain

Walt becomes Silent Lovw’. My code name was “Red

Mike'. An example af the use of these code names is:
One night the japs put down smoke and they yelled

:H:

‘Gas. We were green at thar fime and two of our
companics withdrow leaving "A’ Company exposed on

fts two fanks. T was bamalion commander. Captain
Whait called mec on ihe voice padio o iﬂfm'n': me of the
sitvation. e was castions and used code names as

follows: e said, "Whe i3 speaking?’ and 1 sad, "Red.
2 s

He said, *“What name do you identiiy with Silem?” and

Fosaud, Lou’. He ssid. “That s correct’. So we both

kiew thar we were tmiking to cach other and were not
ratking ro the enemy.  He expiained the situagon to me.
At the end of his conversation, a voice broke in and said
in perfoct English, "Our situation here, Uclonsl Edson, is
excellent. Thank vou, sir, This is the enemy speaking,
This sheald be wiken as an example of bow guick the
japanese are av interception, rather than a hardand-fust
suggestion a5 16 how o ouiwit ithem.  Asy code names
such as these wili have o be changed very frequentiy—if
possible, daily.”

L OAKED FIRE

The japs very olien time the hring of their amiliery
and mostars to our bre, o make us belicve our own
artillery support is falling shert.  When our barrage or
harassing fre opens, they open theirs; when ours stops,

=

theirs siops.

This is especiaily effective 1a jungle areas,
where viabiiny 1 poor, the fghting is usually spiit up

iNiG NUMEIGUS scparidte actions, comminuiication 18 difhiculy,

ang ine rapidly-changing frontdine positions are often

inaccurately reported and mapped. The tactic was re-

}x}m.d as carly as Guadalcanal, and is sul! being widely
usced,  Its effiect on the moraic of woops who don't recog-
nize if for a wrick can be considerable.

MORAL*
Bonlt btbiowe

By the same method of :'iu.iklug the sound of their

aring waside otrs, the Iaps hide their gun poasinons. and
keep us guessing as to their five power.  They apply this
aol anly o artillery and mortar fre, byt e machine-pu
and rifle fire as well.

Anotaer Jap trick is to ict our men fre their
picce uniil they feel they are sale. Then the Japs crack
down on the position.
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COUNTERMEASURES

The countermeasures to Jap deception tactics are pretty
clementary. First and foremost, maintam sirict fire
discipline at ali omes. Den’t play into the [aps’ hands
by revealing your position with a premature shot,

But what about the berserk Jap with the Tommy gun
who comes charging strasght towards your foxhoele?

That's what grenades are for. That's why you carry
that trench koife. He doesn’t know your foahdde s
there, U he did, he wouldn't bave to risk his hife inding
o4,

There's a proper weapon for every purpose, and a
26
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proper moment 1o begin using . Also, there are two
ways of following a fleeing cnemy, One is to run after
him, exposing yoursclf. Another is to follow him with
fire.

Second, take it easy. That, of course, is sotnetines
casier said than done.  But remember this: a Jap soldier
can get nervous, too.  He's been told thar all Americans
are butchers and that he'll be systemanicaliv tortured 1
be's captured,  Remember this, also: when an inhltrating
Jap works his way behind you, that meuns that vou're
behind A/m. And he's alone or a member of a wvery
small group.

..-——ﬂ -
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| DETAIL LIST
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Flares, wire, booby traps, patrols, warning devices, and
alert sentries will keep down infiitration to a minimum,
The Japs whe do munage w infiltrate can gencrally be
guickiy disposed of by air burst artillery, grenades, and
sinall arms bred mto the trees and vegeiation every morn-
ing at first hght and as ofien thereafter as necessary,
Orpanized mopping-up  pasties cqupped  with Hame
throwers, demolivons, and bulldozers take over the job
af ferreting out or sealing up the Japs whe lie “doggo”
in their foxholes, piliboxes, or caves while our assault
wave passes through, War dogs are also valuabie in
this mopping-up phasc.
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Third, wrn the fap’s own tricks against him, Some
of the deceprions listed in this chapter involve suicidal
risks, but most of them are sound muilitary tactics that
will work as well against the lap as for lum.  Beutes,
in fact, bocause the average Jap soldier 15 a slow thinker
and gets rattled when be finds himself in an unforeseen
position.  When his enemy pulls something that’s not in
the book. not provided for o his orders, he's sunk.

-

It's simple as ABC

WATCH YOUR
TRIGGER FINGER

LOOK BEFORE
You LEAP

TURN THE TABLES)
ON THE JAP

]
.
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CHAPTER 3.

fap aminshes m'i.}' be expected on a large scale wher-

Vel Ifl{* l.l...mlr\. oft Ors SOvVEer. :Hu-. s "‘]115"5-_- Vary :nm

reaps laid for individoal soldiers o daborate positions de-

signed o wipe out an entire column. They are most
often directed against smnall patrofis moving slong a trail

o try stream bed, or against sl ~ut~1nr{:rr-." columns

on i read.  The ambush may be carcied out by a group
sbsnipers, 4 combat pairol, or by 4 specially d:.-:-i;.:n;:tu:i
ainbsh party.  Or in the case of an individual ambush,
w sugrle siper imay carsy it out,

Jap tacucat ambushes, directed against an entire patrol
or column, are on the whole not smuch diffcrent from
sisr own.  But their andividual, hitand-run

vsuaily have that special Jap odor,

aimbushes

HIT-AND-RUN AMBUSHES

Jap individual ainbushes are based on luring onc or
wsere of our troogs e a "ruf-n:?crr- where one or more
fips wan pick them off with rifle or automatic-weapon
hre.

AMBUSHES

he Japs use 2 wide variety of bhait, A Japancse

officer’s swordd near 3 cave entrance.
,I.i 't-“'"l::.‘i' il:l\ll' “i' '. L “_1.. 'i" Badera ;1 i E.:- "_
CHLRRY A = SVIEE ”.'5. iﬂ I‘HJ..E'.I:]- & .1 LI!‘\IJL}' J{f.";.hu th-ﬂt
will save a vired Marnine the wrouble of digging a fresh
one,  The souvenir sword is

of course, coversyd !;1.. G
msachine gun inside the

cave; the anguished voice is
iap sniperst and the jap whe Ieft the foxhole ampn
has a bead drawn on it from another, better-hidden
fexhole,

The bait for other traps is higher qualits,
gainville, the Japs would make single o

mgie clovenssandil
eracks in the soft earth.  Amnerican soldicrs would follow

the trail expecting o fnd ene Jap.

In Bou-

Instzad, they would
waik nte conventrated guniire. In the sume area, the

iaps built smoall cooking Gres o lead our patrols 16 be
eve they could surprise the enemy preparing 2 meal.
Creeping up, the patrols were ambushed by japs waiting
along the trail.

fn New Guinea, the bait was striedy Jap, They would
paace & captured, wounded Allied soldicr near & t2dl or

3

An anguished volce
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perimeter, covered by machine guns, and torture hu.[
unil he screamed for help. Or they dragged a dead

Allied soldier close to our lines and propped him up.

covered by rifieren, expecting that a detail would be

<ot out 1o rescuc him, + l
A variation of the first of those tricks was Ttpt:jﬂu.
‘ i sandwiching in a few words ol
from another operition, Sandwiching i a few .
Faglish occasionaily, the Japs screamed and yelled 1o give
the impression that UL S. soldicrs were being tortured.

1 : «ene and ambush
hoping to attract our troops to the scene

thoem. 3
A routine trap, encountered in nuMEToNs Operations, :
r e Lt
for Jap inhitrators to cut Allied tclephone lines. and Jie
'n wait for the Jinemen who come out Lo rephr them.

TACTICAL AMBUSHES

s ol

jap ractical ambushes are somctimes hased e

. 1Hne CCLUSIVELY

such as those histed above, someiumes depend exclusivels

onv a trick

on concealment.
Heee ic a typical example of the X
a U. 8. parachute regiment on Noemfoor [sland: L
An American patrol—a reipforced pl.lnmn had ad-
canced about 2,000 yards through the jungle wif:u:n it
who indicated a desire 0

first sort, reported by

qet three uparmed cpemy
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surrender. When the get-away man of the patrol took
cover, the Japs ran into the bush, whereupon the pairol
leader immediately became suspicious.  He sent a recon.
naissance party about 75 yards to the front. This party
ran into Nambu machine-gon and rifle fire, At the same
time the rear of the column was fired on by heavy
machine guus and rilemen.

The patrol was thrown into allaround defense and
ordered to dig in.  The Japs kept up heavy intermittent
but ineffective fire from 1700 1o abour zo00.

At about 2000 they started dropping grenades and
more fire into the area and kept it up until midnight,
During the night they tried to infiltrme the position
without success. At daybreak they withdrew, finng sev-
cral machinegun bursts to cover their withdrawal.

The patrol leader estumated thar he had been sur-
rounded by about oo Japs, Their fire was on 2 fixed
line, indicating precstablished positions; but fortunately
it owas wo high 1o be effective. Twenty-one Japs were
Kitled in the action, against two of our troeps killed and
one wounded, all in the initial phase. The proportion
would have been considerably diffesent if the patrol leader
hadn't been on his woes,
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AMBUSH ALONG A TRAIL

i i twash, depending entirely an
A mosre ciaborate Jap ambash, depending eatirely &

o ¥ e -\.I.: r:.- L - = J :1'[.1
::,r_{':ﬂi"“tql '.:ItL?I ;|I:'.'IE"!.!. 4 L :1:‘11!1-';'1-1[1..!11; 1% L'lillc 11!

1 T
column, was reported trom DBurms. :
- Al vis DUTsuing a japancse
A company of Allied troops wis pursuing 3 fay re
. 3 3 - - e ; e 1 a!- gt ‘I.I
force along a trail, moving i the dircoiGn UKICALES By
E IS 1 a [ ¥ I,
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she arrow 1n the sketch on this page. 1 he CORIPERY ] a
whance wiird and was in conventienal appeach
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Berween X and Y the wrail ran comparapiuesy State
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guard carefully examined the cedgey ol l:HE_ -..‘h".:rlm_:_; hf:r
signs of & jup smibush and found none.  3Be main DOGY
was ordered 18 move o

Whar the advance goard fated 10 ducoves was 1?!.1.*.
the iaps had bulit pladorms ia the troes at N oamd ‘t,i
and had placed rwo hight machine guns in e h l::'l‘.'-:-lf_ g
v take the trail under crosstire.  These platorims, avets
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As soon as he 1dvance u:F:;rJ hadi moyved past poinl
= : : m -,- 1.. T

Y. the lap ambush poeries @ A sud B qaickly moved
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i and stationed  themacves wong the edges of A8

learing, i |
A« the head of the main body reached Y, the tml was
. % woakat
approaching X. At this poing, the jour fap mactune

¥ tan by dnrprise, the Allied troops
guns opencd fire. Taken by surpnise, the Allied treog
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spnediately headed for the cover of the jungle, but
tere they were met by the ambush parties.  The casual-
fies of this second phase were all scvercly slashed on the
srms and shoulders, indicating that the Jap ambush
parties either didn't carry rifles or preferred the silence
of knives, The total casualties were about 4o percent of
the company, and included the company commander.  In
the confusion following the amtack the entire Jap party
succeeded in escaping.

Precisely the same type of ambush was employed
against a column in the Wingate expedition.
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AMBUSH AT A PADDY FIELD

The sketch on this page shows an Allied position in
Burma which had been stalemated for some time, The
highting was taking place along the one trail leading
down the valley. The location was particularly im-
portant since it controlled the only ford across the river
and ncither side had any bridgebuilding equipment.
The Allies had probed the defense and concluded thay
the weakest part of the position was that in front of the
small paddy tield. They planned a two-platoon attack.
While ene platcon made a holding artack in front of D,
the other platoon was to break through between B and C,
as indicated by the arrow. -

The attack was launched as planned. Bur the Japs,
anticipating the time and direction of the awack, had
evacuated their positons. Encountering no opposition,
the Allied platoon burst into the clearing and headed
for the opposite side to flank the enemy at D. When
they were well into the clearing, enemy machine guns
located in trees at A, B, C, and D opened up and caught
the attackers in a deadly crosshire.  Only 14 men escaped.
The other 18, including the platoon leader, were kitled.
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CHaptER 4, SNIPERS

The role of sniper particularly suits the mentality of
the Jap soldier. It bwlds up his individual importance,
gives hum a chance to show off his covrage. shill, en-
durance, and cunming, And he can caim full credic
for his cxploits—among his fellows, if he happens to
survive; among his ancestors it he doesn't.

The patience of Jap snipers is proverbial. Numerous
instances have been reported where snipers have croached
or lain in ane position for as long as three davs just 1o
fire one shot—undoubtedly realizing that they would be
Killed immediawely afteswards.  They will stand for honrs
in rice helds, up o their necks in warer. At Milne Bay
a Jap sniper cammouliaged as a tropical bush crouched on
the edge of an Australian jungle outpest for two days
without meving, to learn the names and habits of the men
in the detackment. Finally he cailed out in a pérfeet Aus-
tralian accent, “Say, Bill, where are vou?  This §s Alf
When Bill showed himself, the bush suddenly arose and
shiot him dead, then dropped back into the foliage. The
sniper was wounded only after the area had been com-
pletely raked with machine.gun fire.
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The marksmanship of Jap snipers is soso. Dunng
the early years of the war there was a tendency to exag-
gerate the deadly accuracy and abundance of Jap snipers.
Then our troops gradually learned that only a few of the
japs who sniped at them were trained marksmien.  The
others were apparently chosen tor their expendabilicy
rather than their abiliy. In this chapter the term

PSR Ao A A AR S,

siiper 18 used n its broadest sense of a soldier who
aiipes, rather than a soldier who is specially trained and
cauipped to deliver accurate hire at mid ranges and sbove,

As ifor the patence of the Jap sniper, one thing 1o
sotice about the Milne Bay incident given above is that
there was a good deal of stupdity mixed in with the
stience of the sniper who plaved bush for twe davs for
4 single shot. Granted that he had it figured thar Bili
was a key man, he could have done much more damage
11 30 seconds with a hund grenade.  Or i he didn't have
a grenade, he surcly should have managed, given two
bt days, to rade more than one life for his owp.

lap snipers are patient, yes, and good at concealment,
samoutlage, cover, and selection of position. Their fire
dscipline is excellent, Buet they have nothing that
routine alertness, plus obscrvation of the same military
irtues, plus our own better shooting and thinking, can’t
easilv beal.

HOW

‘The Japs use snipers hoth offensively and defensively.
Eht offensive assignments, Jap snipers inhitrate within
the enemy lines—or are left behind in a withdrawal—
wr pick off officers or gun crews, o create confusion and

harassment, or to stage a demonstration at the tme of
the mamn frontal attack thar will make their enemy be-
deve he's surrounded.  Jap soipers also attack advance
units or patrols, preferably from the rear. They cover
breaks in our telephone or telegraph lines. They play
a key pant in almost every type of Jap ambush or small-
unit raud.

Used detensively, whenever possible Jap snipers are
made a definite part of the Japanese defensive svstem.
They cover small advanced positions; lines of approach
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te the main positions; piliboxes, road blocks und cbstacles,
gun positions, and other installations; the flanks of de-
fense areas: roads or trails in their own and our areas,

Snipers may also be used to gather informauon, in
which case they avoid firing unless discovered, remaiming
for long periods to obscryve troop movements and dis-
pOSIons.

Another duty of snipers is to spot enany snipers, and
they are urged to bring back enciny prisoners.

o P e W gy e N o i Bl o ke e e S LA el WL T T

e A b e it o e L L ey e e Rt oy bl o nadd s b b Ed Lad o, o nh e PR g b Sl i T ]
. 418 il b ; - s - e E s

Very rarcly, Jap snipers work singly.  More often they
operate in pairs, cach covering the other; or in partics
of three to half a dozen or more.

WHERE

A favorite post for a Jap sniper isa tree. A tree gives
good obscrvation and good concealment; the enemy can't
come close enough 1o use a bayonet or a knife: men
driving past in open-topped trucks or carriers arc siting
prgeons,

However, on Leyte Jap saipers preferred to operate
on the ground, in groups of three or four. In Burma,
they favored smali pits dug under falflen trecs, or posi
tions under the spreading roots of tropical trees,

Where caves have been available, Jap snipers have
made full use of them. Also rocks, bushes, underbrush,
logs, stumps, hedgerows. fallen palin lcaves, ravines, and
any other available natural cover,

Where natural cover is not available, they hide them-
seives in pillboxes or foxholes, or under a camoulflaged
shelter hall. Three days after our first landings op
Kwajalein, Jap soldiers were sull sniping from foxholes
covered with a natural camouBlage of palm fronds to
blend with the surrounding terrain,  Other encmy sol-

B I N B g R T e T T N EER Y B e S Ly i

diers lay in full view among the bodies of Jap dead.
¢ me sniper infiltrated behind our lines during the night
=nd hid himselt in a rubbish heap. He allowed U. S.
soldiers to go by and then fired on themy from the rear.
When be was discovered, he dida’t give up vatil gasoline
iad been poured on the rubbish pile and set afire,

2n Guadalcanal, snipers were buried in the ground,
with slits just large enough for peep holes and the maz-
cles of their rifles. These positions were dug to face
ihe rear of our troops after they had passed by,

Men who fought at New Briain reported that Jap
snipers were seldom in the places where they might have
been expected.  If our troops were advancing along a
hillside, the snipers wsually were on the low side and
fired into our men from trees on the level rather than
from above. On lwo Jima, enemy snipers hid themselves
under our dead during daylight hours and came out to
fire ar night. Some of the Jap snipers wore Marine
uniiorms,

In village Rghiing, the japs wse houses or native huts

e
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for cover—but try to pick the least likely ones, and are
more apt to be underneath than inside.

Whenever possible, a Jap sniper in a covered position
tries to provide himself with an equally wellcovered
escape route. Jap pillboxes, particularly in arcas well
fortificd before our arrival, have numerous hidden escape
trenches, and their caves have multiple exits.

Prelerably, Jap snipers choose posts with good observa-
tion—at the turn of a trail or the twrn of a dry stream
bed, or the head of a ravine. But it isn't sale to count
on this. A Jap sniper may post himself where he can
sce only a few square feet, and wait for days until an
enemy crosses his narrow ficld of hire,

A Jap sniper operating from a tree often ties himself
in position so he can handle his weapon freely, and so
his body won't fall when shot but will continue to at-
tract fire. He also will tie his weapon to the tree 1o
avoid dropping it carelessly or if wounded. Machine
guns in particular are securely lashed to the tree, and
relief men are ready to take the place of snipers who are
shot.

Sometimes the Japs install dummy snipers in trees. In
New Guinea, an Allied patrol advancing up the coast

was fired on by a sniper in a tall tree.  The patrol halted,

located the sniper, and apparently shot him dowa. Con-
tguing their advance, they were fired on again, This
nippened  several times, The patrol Sinally discovered
that o single smiper was holding them vp.  The smipers
diot down were dommies, dropped by a pulley arrange-
cnent atier the patrol had bred a number of shots. In
snother case reported, the sniper s dummy was rigged so
that 1t could be pulied back into place.  The smiper made
e mistake of pulling it back 100 soon, giving away the
trick,

Anather time. a Jap sniper in a tree dropped & dummy
eible after he bad been fired on. When the Adlied soldier
went up to investigate the kill, the Jap opened fire at
ose Fange.

Puring the Makin operation, Jap snipers worked thar
way by night into tree positiens close to ane of our com.
pany pertineters; from their trees they expected to be able
o look down into foxholes,
woll camoufiaged.

But the toxholes were too
About dawn, the snipers dropped
sreerackers to the ground., The sound resemnbled Jap
z:ide hire, and several of our men revealed their positions
sy shooting at random, and were at once fired on by the
aizpers. Thereafter men listened [or the hiss that comes
iselore the explosion of a firecracker.
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WHO

Jap snipers choose their targets with considerable care.
An officer or squad leader is of course considered good
pickings. Where these ke the precaution of removing

| gt 3

e L A A A A T S e e T T Nl Fassanhh A St anr WS A e L Sl Wy
o =t map - 1 - e a =l r PP - . . ] 5 -

e e b e o i gl ek ok e o Lve

their insignia, the sniper watches to see who is giving
arders or hand signals, or carrying a pistol: or he listens
to the way cur men address one another. Radiomen
are also favored targets, and gun crews,  On Saipan and
in parts of the Philippines, Jap snipers paid particular
attention to American litter bearers and aid men.

On Levte, where Jap snipers tended to operate in nests
of three or four, on the ground, the snipers seidom fired
at vehicles moving along roads no matier how loaded
with troops they might be.  They did, however, hire con-
tinually at foot woops on roads, individuals as well as
formations. When firing at a single man, only onc
sniper would shoot so as not to disclose the sniper posi-
tions any more than pecessary.

Snipers along a road or trail or in the path of an
Allicd advance usually lex the advance elements—or, if
it’s a sinall force, the entire force—pass by so that they
can operate from their favorite position, the rear.  Alter
firing, the snipers usually guickly move to another
position,

If their aim is to cover a withdrawal, they may adopt
a somewhat differemt tactic. When the advance guard
of their enemy reaches the sniper screen, the snipers hre
enough rounds to halt the geard, then slip out of their

e

teoes, retire 100 vards to a new position, fire again, and
sepent until they have fallen back to the main defensive
geowdson.  This was a usual Jap withdrawal wctic in
eseal Burma, with outposts being substituted for sniper
wreens in some cases,

Ta vary the procedure and keep their enemy guessing,
e Japs sometimes did this: Tostead of meeting the
Albedd column with fire from ourposts or snipers, the
rear-guard force in the main position would be the first
i give combat. Then, as the action devcloped, they
wald send out groups of three or four snipers to harass
i fhanks and rear of the attackers. When the Jap
car puard abandoned a delaying position the move was
waacie at might, usually starting about an hour after
canset, Most of the time the Japs were quite noisy
during their preparations for withdrawal. But they
winsid leave g light machine gunner or @ sniper in posi-
ton until fiest light.  He would fire an occasional burst
wx pive the impression that the position was still occupicd.

senerally speaking, Jap snipers won't fire on a single
:1en nnless he happens to be a key man—an officer or non-
i or radioman or a scout who they suspect is taking
bk important information. They prefer to wait for a
Jhance o fire on a number of men {rom the rear while

maintaining good pérsonal sceurity.  Much has been said
and writen about the suicide mania of the Japanese.
But most Japs preter to stay alive, And Jap commanders
prefer not 1o waste their trained marksmen needlessiy,
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A sl pereentage of Jup smipers are equippied H

TOOLS OF THE TRADE

The Japs have designed a special rifle for their snipers.
The Type o7 (1937) 6.5-mm shiper’s rifle was developed
from the standard Type 38 (1905} G.5-mm 'dltu tI'hr
special features of the sniper’s rifle are a ilescopic sight
and a folding monopod. To accommodate the telescoptc
sight, a sight-mounting bracket is bolted to thc_luf[ side of
the receiver and the bolt handle has been lengthened and
bhent downward to clear the sight.

Snipers not provided with this rifle use 'lhr: standard
jap 6.5- or 77-mm rilles, or captured Allied :1!1::3.. The
Japs, morcover, don’t always follow the 'lmk-n.:ia: thaz @
sniper must be a rifleman. In place of a rifle, their
snipers may be armed with automatic weapons, 'I'hc]F
often carry grenades as well as small arms; a favorite

(e W} et e e I """"!!.'..E':'..-':"

ith this Type g7 (1937) b.5-mm special niper’s rifle.
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Jup tree spipers sometintes wear these light climbing irons.

[r
et

ik 1s to job these from the roadside into passiap am-
patnition carriers or trucks.

Snipers who operate in trees appenr to prefer the learher
Hioe, a8 the conimon rubber-soled. snlit-toe shoe, or “tabi”,
diean’t give a good footing for climbing. Tree snipers
way be equipped with hight climbing irons, and almost
thwnys are carefully comoutliged by the various means
Seassed inthe next chaprer,

POSTSCRIPT

i ¢ s up, here's the score on the Jap smaper:

it hre discipline, he rates an unqualified  superior,
i1y concealment and patience are also superios, with this
sabihication: he's inciined to run these virmes into the
stoink—to sacrifice ficld of fire {or the sake of better
conectliment, and to spend 24 hours doing a2 15-minute
jeile.

Pivs meniality is only fair, and his marksmanship, cx-
pept an isolated cases, can't touch that of our own saipers.
‘i fact, gout of 1o Jap snipers are snipers only by virtue

woi their concealed positions,  Thev've received no special

teaining in marksmanship, and are armed with the
weapons of the ron-ofthemill infantryman,  Their offec
cveness s shight at long ranges, Their effectiveness at

close ranges depends on getting in the firat shot—or the
first three or four. Or on their enemy losing his head.

Cur own strict fire discipline, our own alerthess and
routine securily measures, and our own betier marksman-
ship can casily cancel out thar effectiveness.
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CHarter 5. CAMOUFLAGE AND DUMMY INSTALLATIONS

fu at least one aspeer of military operations the laps
ssitst be granted a wellearned excelient.  This is in the
spatter of camouflage and deception. Although cases
cam be found where the Japs used peor camouflage or
none: ot all, generally speaking they bave been unusually
ot at concealing men, weapons, and emplacements.

1'he individual Jop soldier is well trained in the value
of concealment. He uses camoutlage not only on his
~vsson, but on his weapons, emplacements, inswallations,

il veliicles of all kinds, He sometimes carries camou-

g 1o amazing lengths, with grest attention to detml,
v report from Burma claimed that even the elephams
the Jap Army was asing were camoullaged,  The hides
ot the animals were painted in large patches of ditferent
fodes of green to match the colors of the jungle.

The deception created by Jap camoutlage is frequently
wercased by dummy weapons, sited to draw attention
roms real installations, and by firm fire discipline, main-
nned o prevent an early give-away of the positions
i weapons,

INDIVIDUAL CAMOUFLAGE

The Jap has done some of his best work in camou-
Hage on his own person.  He makes every efiort 1o blepd
himself into the background and usually begins by digging
. Then he covers himself and his foxhole with vegetation
matching the surroundings.

The Japs place heavy emphasis on the use of grass,
bushes, tree branches or leaves, and all other natural
materials, In additien the Jap soldier is issued camou-
Hage aids. Individual helmet- and body-camouflage nets
are provided into which the Japs weave grass or strips
of palm fronds. In place of these, rows of light cord
may be scwn across the uniform to provide means of
holding  natural camoufiage. Sometimes jap niflemen
and obscrvers use the hooded antigas cape made of light,
water-repetlent tan paper.,

Japs bghting above the snow line on Attu Island in
the Alcutians wore white snow parkas. When they

moved across the grass of the lower hillsides, they often
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crouched with surips of green maiting held in front of
them. On other occasions they have used screens made
of bamboo or branches plaited together with rope ar wire,
These screens, gencrally covered with grass and nets, may
be either portable or stationary. The stationary screens are
used for concealing pesitions, installations, or matériel;

_the portable screens commonly hide personnel.

Jap snipers camoutlage themselves with special care.
The sniper 15 given a thorough course in individual
camouflage before he enters combat. He's raught that

WHRAT Co You menﬂ
— 1 LOOK LIKE THAT
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the camoutlage of the upper half of the body is partico-
larly imporiant. For this he's trained to use helmer and
body nets, striped in various colors, Which he decorates
witit dyed straw jssued with the nets or with foliage of
his own choosing. ,

Like the chamcicon, the Jap smiper varies his protective
caloration according to his immediaze surroundings,
Snipers n jungle areas often paint their faces and hands
green and cover their clothes with leafy branches. One
tree sniper, exaruncd after he was shot down, carried
& green net for his helmet, a pair of long green gloves,
and a beule of green liquid for smecaring his face and
rifle, Saipers in coconut palms sometimies string coco-
nuts around their necks.

Another covering Jap snipers have used is the camou-
fage jungle jacket. This is made of palm fronds that
cover the body to the knees, with a short cape over the
shouiders and upper arms. The green palm fronds dry
out and turn brown after a few days but are still vseful
under favorable color conditions,

Last but far frem least of the camouflage means of the
inchividual Jap scldier is his phenomenal capacity for
immobility. Hc' has learned well the lesson that move-
ment 38 more revealing than color,
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CAMOUFLAGE OF SMALL POSITIONS

C A Japs disguised their hiliside positions, such as
tonsdunies, with pussy willow branches, draped with tandra
andd wults of grass. On the Southwest Pacific
ciauds they wsed bamboo and palm fronds: 19 Burma,
roushy and vines. Their carcful anention w0 camouilage
s iwen peneral, not confined 10 or even outstanding in
aic area. They use whatever materials they cin ges
s hands on, and use them well,

M covered positions grass s used to muask the narrow
vibmervation and bring slitss.  The outlines aml shadows
o il positions are broken up by wifis of grass loosely
tersted o ropes.  The Japs open the rope strands, as

i apbwing, place tufts of grass between the strands, Auff

Hos woty then twist the strands of rope back in place.
Semetumes they use rice straw instead of grass, At other
sans they place straw matting over openings and excava.
vonn. Larefully done, such miethods make a hill known
aecupied by the Japs fook completely deserted.

i thie beaches of Pacific islands the Japs buile rifle pits

|
PETE :11.11-1111n';gun positions under the shore fri:]g:; of coco- .T.';u’ ,i;ﬂp.l' Ridta senatt r.fff.-: e 'ﬁ_t';u- e Fg_;.fn'-m;; 5
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|t trees, Phe natural sereen of low undergrowth in covering them with sod, leaving ouly narvorw openings for
Jap troops dressed in grass camouflage e al the positions was undisturbed, whserration and firing. i i
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CAMOUFLAGED FORTIFICATIONS

These carcful camouflage rechniques have been apphed
to larger forified positions as well. On Guam, for
example, our men advanced to within 20 10 30 feet of
coconut-log pillboxes before they accurately located them,

The Japs improve upon natural cover by wansplini-
ing. In the Solowon islinds, instead of uang sand-
bags the Japs used bags made from rice straw, filled with
dirt.  Rice or other sceds were planted on the top sacks
and the resalt was a notural green growth, Oa Makia,
the Japs built a concrete pillbox under a smull paim tree
and placed turf on wwop of the position and small pan.
danus trees around it.  Some pillboxes were covered by
living vines. In barren rocky arcas the rocks themselves
are used for camoutiage.

The Japs wsually ke the precaunon of digging up
sodd for covering their positions at some distance {rom
the positions. The soul for some Jap defenses was cun
from rectangular arcas, apparently with the hope that
the contrasting color patches would befuddle our air
observers. Similar deceptive techniques have been used
in outlining entire false trench systems, where only the
surface sod was stripped off 1o reveal the dark carth.

PSR T Ty W 0 ey T R

Rear entrance of a Pelcliu pilbox camouflaged with live
sod and pengle planis.
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Ciniy fav pay finng port gives away this ciffside pillbox
on Peleline,

It

looks {ike an innoce
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Natural and artificiai camouflage are mized to hide a 75-mm regimental gun.
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This Jap gun postion on Guam was camouflaged by
apreading palm fronds over the divt revetment.
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Jap field fortifications winally give the appearance
having been planted rather than construcied,

on Luzon into a
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pilibox &y blocking swindatvs and enszing fiving ports,
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*of the cansonflage has been removed from a cave  This pillbox, sited 10 enfilade o beack

el

i

on Geam, i typical

This Jap 55-mm field picce fired vu ous troops while half Fron: 20 yards away, this log and-coral pilbox on Peiclivi e / . +
hidden under o nutive shack on Leyie, 1t aimost impossible to detect. | position for o Jip short 8-dnch gun on Saipan, of the Japs’ skill in masking cave positions.
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CAMOUFLAGE OF BUILDINGS

The most usual Jap way of camouflaging buildings 1s
to spread palin fronds en the roof to blend the butlding
with its surroundings of to make it look like a native
hut.  Or they may use instead nets, tarpa ultns, or nutaral
foliage woven ntoe mats. Some new buildings on Jap
Pacific bases were built with large breadfruit trees grow-
ing through the roofs.  Grass and smzll bushes are Giten
planted on conecrete ammunition. or oilbstorage buildings
to hide them from the air.

Deceptive painting, in various tones of red and gray,
also appears on Jap buildings.  This may be in the form
ol stripes, of greatly varying width, painted parallel w
the length of the building.  Or the pamt may be applied
i splashes. Many of the Jap heavy guns capiured on
Pacific islands bave been discuptively painted with red,
yeilow, green, and blue colors,

DUMMY WEAPONS AND POSITIONS

The Japs have shown considerable improvement re-
cently in their construction of dunmnies. Many of their
log guns, wood tanks, and bamboo mrplanes have been
built in fine detail from materials available on the spot.

Dumnry 120-mm dual purpose gun, complete with em-
placement, built by the Japs on Guam,

W R oy i
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v Murines found these dummy Jap Ad guns on the
slopes of Me. Tapotchai on Saipan
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coconut logs and burlap on Makin.
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Dummy tank sculpiuved by the Lapr one of the soft volcanic ash that covers lus Jina, : The Jups provided a dummy crew for this realistic dusimy AAAT gun on Okinawa.
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Free oy guns were found on Makin Lslind, Three
these, om the west coast, looked like coast defense
e They were placed so they “guarded” the best

Es ' cich af landing beach on the west side of the isfand.
R e i barrels were coconut logs with burlap wrapped
s A il - -
ool ausd the “muzzle”. The mounts were also made of

Spewnapped coconut logs, The three guns on the
oonast were built o coral-stene revetmenis, while
<ther two were placed in positions construcied of
st logs, which prejecied from 1 to 3% feet out of
sl
o few Guinea the Japs prepared dummy defenses in
Shvions positions to draw our attackers into pre
= lanes of hire,
fraenny searchlights and dumimy range finders, com-
o o duinmy figures of crews, were set up near
i beach, Increasingly realistic dummy planes are

.....................

o planted ino growing numbers on Jap  airstrips,
Csseny tanks and tankettes are built in elaborate detail,
b otuany antiaireratt battery was made of bamboo logs

n whate sand where the contrast in colors would at-

stiention.  Close up these positions fool nobody,

o ba any distance at all they often look real enough
v barge amounts of ground, air, and naval fAre.

% e

iveness of ¢ dnmmy airplane on Okinawa,

Intentionally careless camounflage increases the decepi

LIKE MOST
DUMMIES —
THEY LOOK REAL
ENOQUGH FROM A
DISTANCE.
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1 XNCW THE LOCATION [ one now!
OF EVERY MINE IN it

THIS AREA MY 80Y, \

Crarter 6, ANTIPERSONNEL MINES

.n“' \. o : ! - - ] 3 - - ™ " ] i w w L3
v, ity daps use of fand mines is on the rise. iws fima or i Mvowic areas, wire entanglements, obstacles, aban-

crn hwavey muned agamst both vehicles and per- doned trenchies. and antitank minchelds. This random

b key areas on Gkinawa were even more thickly use continuves, but dehiberate antipersonnel mincliclds are

e s v B s . |

4 Durisg 25 and 35 May, approximarely t.o00
whes were removed in the areas south and west of
b, These mines were a tvpical assermest of
iriifiery shells, soo-pound aerial bombs, torpedo
soady, and standard land mines,
bii= have lagged behind other modern armies in
e sandard antipersonne! ‘mines, but their new
- nuis, Desides being very ditheult 1o detoet beeause
Ve sonnietaliic construction, are fitted with combi.
weasurepull fuzes sensitive enough to be deronared
Alse, they have destgned
srasncd fuzes that they substitute for the original
o ther “mape-measure” antitank mine and have
wartis mnproviscd charges that are effective

vt i well as vehicles,

= 5 iy :I"'!il"‘lil',"l"t,
¢ need sovently, the Japs sited their antipersennel mines
v B rancdosn along likely routes of our advance

now being cncountered.  Na very clear potterns have yet
emerged, but there appears 1o be 2 tendency to scatter
Type 3 potery or weoden-box mines in pairs, with the
mines in cach pair ¢ to § feet apart and wsually joined
i3y green gip wires,

Another recent development is the use of amilifting
e Burma not long ago, 20 oot
of 2 ficld of 100 wpemeasure mines were found o be

devices with lai nunes.

equipped with an anubiting booby trap consisting of a
pull igniter and detonator inserted into a doth sack of
presic acd oxplosive. A string ran from the rings on
the sides of the mines to the pull igoiter.
Booby-trapped Jap mines are still relatively rare, but a
sate rule 1s never te move or attempt to disarm an eneny
mine without first making a thorough scarch for attached
booby traps. In fact, give the mine a wide berth unless
you've been specifically taught how to deal with it
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TAPE-MEASURE MINE

The Type 03 (1933) nune, wsually known as the tape-
measure mine because it looks hike a rolled-up stecl tape
measure, was designed as an antitank mine, requiring
a pressure of 250 pounds to set it off.  But the Japs now
often fit it with a sensitive antipersonnel fuze, operated
by a pressure varying from 25 to 70 pounds. The only
difference between the fuzes is the size of the shear wire.

O Betio the Japs placed tape-measure mines with anh-

. W

personnel fuzes in patterns of diagonal rows, about 3o
inches apart.  On Iwo Jima, two out of every three iape
measure mines were fied with the seasitive fuze.

The tape-measure mine consists of a tan or olive<drab
cireular metal container, 634 inches in diameter and
i35 inches thick, flled with 2 pounds of picric acid ex-
plosive. The mine weighs 3 pounds. A round brass
disk serewud into the center of the top covers the per-
cussion fuze. The mine functions when pressure on the
fuze cuts the shear wire, allowing the siniker to pierce
ihie detonator,

Because of their small charges, tape-measure mines are
often Liid in paiws, or in tiers of three or four. In many
cases they are used as initiators for larger buried charges
such as torpedo warheads, depth charges, aerial bombs,
or picric acid.

To neutralize the Type u3 minc—after that caretul
search for an attached booby trap—unscrew the milled
brass plug without maoving the mine or gacriing any
pressure on it.  Normally each mine is provided with a
safeiy cap to be screwed over the top of the striker and
a safety cylinder to be placed over the cap. Towever,
these devices probably won't be available and the wisest

:,_*5-!';';:..

ci et destroy the mine in place, although it may be

i e by unscrewing the complete fuze,  Buried

i asufe mines must be uncovered with special care
o it Japs sometimes place them wpside down.

HEONMETALLIC MINES

it vpe 3 (1943), Model A is a nonmetallic land
vo weently develeped by the Japs and used in some
vty o Iwo Jima, where it proved an effective anti-
comind obstacle. The mine consists of o cylindrical
i by of rerea cotta or pottery with slightly domed
it as 81s inches in diameter, 4 inches high in the

cior it 3hh inches high at the edge. Tt is filed with

« bt of explosive contained in a rubber bag,  The

- fss s a nibhier seating in the conter of the wp of the
P rypes of combination pull-pressure fuzes sre

oh bl working on the springJoaded striker principle.
tiker w hield in place by a release fork, to which is

b G g oot green trip cord.

Ly

diosie an the fuze or a pull on the cord dislodges

o st dork and allows the striker to fall, seting off

b5

e, which has an effective antipersonnel radius
st s vards. The Japs claim that peessure of 344
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pounds or a pull of 2z pounds is enough to detonare
the mine. Probably guite a bit maore pressure than 4is

The plustic fuze of the Jap Type 3, Model A poticry
mine operares by either pull or pressue.
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pounds is nevessary, but a flied GI shoe wiil do the
irick.  Tests show that a puli of 5 10 5§ pounds will sec

i :
nﬁ' tide miHAC,

=i

The Type 3, Model B mines seses she samie fuzes as the
Model A. The nails make 11 casier to detect.

hox. 715 tnches square and 5 inches high.

To neutralize the ming, insert a sulsty pin or amali
wil 10 the striker bead, then unscrew the fuze.

A larger version of this smne, measuring: 1o

' - = =

pounds of expio

mches
in Giameter and containing shout 6%
sive, has been reportad.

The Type 3. Model B mine, first recovered on Iwe lima,
Usts e samne m..rf:. cha urge, md rubher fuze-se -.-1"-' as the
Put the outer casing s 2 well-made wooden

THis mine is

Modet AL
i
probably jess dangerous than the pottery model because
tire wooden contiiner has littie fragmentation cffect
On Iwo Jima, the Japs ind two fairly extensive :t::ti-
ilds wsing Type 3 mines fixed for detn
The m:h_u W

TCTSOE H'ﬂ'.. [‘_Il-.. L 1
natien by either pressure or trip wire.
inn in irreguiar patterns, with the nunes saattered 3
pairs, each pair 0 to § feet apart and wsuaily connected
with green trip wires, Type 3§ mines were also found
in abandoned trenches,

According to the Japs, the fuzes from
mines are interchangeable with certain standard ariillery
tuzes, which makes 1t possible to convert any common
mortar or howitzer shell nto a very effective land mine
or booby trap. They may also be inserted into a block of
picric acul, TNT, or other explosive and used similarly.

ihese ponmetali

el cruihed, the horng of h’.u; hemispherica ontiboar

v will explode 465 pounds of explosive.
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BEACH MINES

Until late in 1944, the Japs made their most determined
mining efforts on beaches as a defense against our landing
operanens.  The mines most often encountered in beach
areas have been the doublehorn hemispherical antiboat
“teakettle” antiboat
mine, Both of these mines ure intended primarily
destroy or damage landing boats and vehicles, but they
are also effective agamnst personnel and so constitute a
danger 1o the individual soldier.

The double-horn mine has a hemispherical shape with
the two ringed horns near the top. The mine explodes
when either born is bent or crushed, breaking an acid-
filled vial. Conuict of the acid with battery plates gen.
erates clectricity that detonaies the mine. The single-
horn mine, which functions in the same way, resembles
@ metal cone with cne horn on top. Both types are
pamted black. The hemispherical mine weighs slightly
over 100 pounds while the conical mine weighs about
7¢ pounds. The horizontal pull required to bend 1he
horn and break the acid vial of either mine is abour 200
pounds at the outermost ring,

These mines have been found buried so that all bue

&3

mine, Type o8, and the single-horn



The [aps sometines attach irip wires to the horn of their
tea-kettle mine, most often found on beaches.

8

f i il sk SR
the harns are concealed, but in other cases the whole mine
was exposed. Frequently the Japs have connected trip
wires between the horns of adjacent mines or between
the mines and nearby obsiacles so that a pull on the
wire would detonate the mincs,

These horned mines should be moved only when abso-
futely nccessarv. Each mine is supplied with two carry-
ing handles and should be carried by two men. being
especially careful not to touch the horns and moving the
mine only as far as necessary o clear the arer. The
actual removal of the fuzes should be left to bamb dis-
posal parties, since booby-trapping of the fuzes within
the mines is (uite casy.

Y ARDSTICK MINE

A fourth type of Jap mine that is dangerons to pee
sonnel as well as vehicles is the “yardstick”™ mine, so-called
because of its flatoval shape and 306-inch length. The
shape and olive-drab color of the stecl case make it casy 1o
conceal in soil or loose trash. The mine contains eight
14 -pound blocks of picric acid explosive shaped to receive
a maximuom of four pressure fuzes, although mosi minc:
examined have been finted with only three fuzes. A

pressiire on the mine case of 335 pounds shears the shear

.....

Fhe yavdstick mine is designed for wee u gainst tanks and other ve

hecles but is also dangerous 1o personnel.

L

(1w one or more of the tuzes and forces down the
e plunger.
t the shear pin is removed, a pressure of as litde as
ey will cause the fuze 1o function. The strength
‘e case, however, limits use of the assembled mine
i antipersonnel weapon,  When the Japs vse this
it ;tgainst personnel, they generally remove the blocks
siiosive from the case and set out a single pair with

its detonator.  The shear pin may be removed entirely, or
a shear wire thin enough 10 break under a man's weighe
may be substituted,

Yardstick mines are also used as detonators for hombs
Lid horizontally,

e CLr o R Tl LS B LR LE EFPEi | Ly gty

provised safety pin in the safety-wire hole located Just.
below the head of the release plunger,
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To neutralize the fuze of this e, nscrt an im-
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IMPROVISED MINES

The Japs have improvised antipersonne! mines from
zerial bombs, shells, and depth chorges. In the town of
Garapan on Saipan Island, 63-ig (138-pound ) bombs were
found buried tail-down 1n the strects with the nose fuzes
armed, Some of the bombs were placed in obvious places
so that personnel or vehicles atteinpting to avoid them
woutld set off other better-concraled mines,

During the Salween campaign in Burma, mines were
found that consisted of two 75-mm shells tied together
with a primercap imbedded 16 the nese of one sheil.
The shells vsvally were supplemented by 20 pounds ol
cxplosive.  The shells and explosive were placed in holes
duyg in roads or paths and covered by a camonflaged board
caver supported over the hole at ground level by light
bamboo sticks. Vanous arrangements with string were
used for igniting the primercap in the shell. In some
cases the hole was a dumsmy and the actual mine was
baried off 1o one side, connected so thar it would be
exploded when the cover over the hole was lifted,

Dejihe charges were Tound on Luzen Island with an
S-inchsquare pressure board connected to the striker
by a wooden biock, as shown in the sketch on this page.

M 4
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Weight applied to the pressure board forced the striker
down on the detonator, setting off the booster and in turn
the main charge.

The Japs have also built various woodenbox mines
fiited with either pull or combination pressure-pull friction
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v The mine below can be exploded either by pressure
i caver o by lifting the cover.
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o wnys the Japs have used artillery shells and dynansite
ipiovised munes. The nine above [unctions when
bt an the board eaver pulls the igniter in one of the

Typreal Jap box mines. The top nine is a triple threat;
presiare on the cover, a puil on the nip wire, or ljting
the box will set it off. Lifting the lower mine or pulling
‘e trip wire flashes the friction fuze.




A metal “rool-box™ mine was recovered 1in the Clark

Ficld area on Luzon. The outer casing is a standard tin, HERE COMES
: alive-drab packing box about 20% inches long, 514 inches ? A FOURTH /
wide, and 4% inches deep. The mine weighs about 33 i
% pounds, and contains 100 smail blacks of explosive 5 _,]
£ _' - =2 wrapped in long sticks of ten with waterprool wrapping. F
;ﬁ T R ; = I Two standard Jap fuzes of the type used in the tape- c
f . ' e measure mine protrude from the top of the box.  As with |
} the tape-measure mine, the shear wire uay e varied in
f[ thickness, varving the pressure required 10 detonate the
[ S e : mine. The amount of explosive charge may aise be varied,
: _' ' ik SO aeeording to the type of target. When the arne is buried,
” Substituzing a Type 3 mine fuzc (ubove) or a [ric tron pieli the pressure release devices of the twe fuzes are just above
: igniter (be “J“'“') for the normal fuce of an artillery shell  ho surface of the ground. One mine was discovered by a
conrerts it 1o a land mine, : :
soldier who thought the brass dome of the fuze was a
fuzes and equipped with supplementary booby-trap wires cain lying on the ground. A board may be |r|:-m?d o
that function when the mine is lifted. These are used both fuzes to "1"1“‘"“ the ::h&fwef‘-' of the e being L e
against both wanks and personnel.  An example of cach exploced.  The mines weren't laid in any definite pras PMIHE FIELD |
: cype is shawn on the preceding page. on. Luzon, The ;Enmmun-:ht usec was :_liun}: _tr:uisl and i e
i Other mines are improvised—as shown above—by sub. unimproved roads in the valleys and dehiles of the Zam- R el e N S l‘ BEWAR J
; stituting for the normal fuzes of arillery shells fncuon bales Mountains, where they were usually placed singly e Z A Mg - B Ry ] [
* pull fuzes or the combination pull-pressure fuzes used with in locations selected by individual Jap soldiers at thew T F il T i | T, e DT T Ty _j 5
} 'I:.:Pc 3 mines, own discretion. iy P 7ARY m P B\ m "-"":"-_;2 .-:iJ:-L\.ﬂ s
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The Japs, hke the Cermans, love gadgets. A Jag
tounst climbing Mt. Fui, hie a German tourist visiting
Old Heldelberg, fs—or was—never without his camera.
It was not. however, guite as good a camera as the
German's, and the jpucturcs that came out of it were
usually out of focus or lightstruck: the photo of Mt
Fuji looked very miwch like the photo of grandmother
Nikimoto on her Sith huthday., The truth is, the aver-
age Jap isn't oo bopht wt mechanical matters. Never-
theless he Reeps cn 1eving.

The booby trap appeals to the Jap's fondness for
gadgets, and 1t alse appeals 1o his fondness for underthand
tactics, Morcover, s particuiarly useful o 3 retreating
foree.  So fir the faa have done less booby-trapping than
the Germans il andd ther traps bave shown less in-
genuity. The [as have been handicapped, for one thing,
by a lack of prefabincated fining devices. As a conse-
quence, theyve lwwa driven to a more than ordinary
amount of improvisaton, much of it crude,  But they're
right in there pitching, The scale of Jap booby-trapping
has steadily increased and probably will continue to do so,

On the whole, there s nothing particularly new or

ahigdn 1 .
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CHAPTER 7. BOOBY TRAPS

unusuai about Jap booby traps. They vse familiar prin-
ciples, methods, and materials. Hand grenades, mortar
and arullery shells, TINT, nitric acid, glycerine and ben-
zine, acrial bombs—any of these may be used. The Japs
also favor charges of preric acid explosive, 2 lemon-vellow,
crystalline solid, more powerful than TINT. They take
advantage of jungle or brush to conceal trip wires, and
bait their traps with swords, flags. and other items that
they know will tempt souvenivhunting Allied soldicrs.
Or they may, adding that lile personal Jap wuch, use

dead or wounded [or bait,

HAND.GRENADE PRESSURE TRAPS

Hand grenades. bang readily available, easily con-
cealed, and quickly set, are widely used by the Japs for
constructing booby traps, There are at least five knowa
tvpes of Jap high-explosive hand grenades, all of which
can be adapted for booby-trapping. The Type o1 (1931}
and Type 07 (1037} are almost identical [ragmentation
grenades with scrrated (waille-grid) steel bodies. The
Type 69 (1939) is smaller and has a smooth cylindrical

1



body. The Thype 23 grenade—a Chinese design mntre-
guently encountered in recent operations—is especially
useful for booby traps because it has a pullaype friction
wniter. The japs also have a potato-masher type grenade
which has a puil igniter in the wooden handle.

The Type o1, Tyvpe g7, and Type 99 grenades can all
be used in pressure-type booby traps without aliering the
igniters, though their cffectiveness is increased if the
delay powder wrain is removed, bringing about instan-
tancous operation. These three grenades are huted with
fuzes that are initisted by a blow or pressure on the
striker.  The usual delay is 5 to 5 seconds.

Any one of these jap grenades, concealed under a board
or ioose rubbish, can be detonated by the pressure of a
man's foot, since the weight of a single man 18 enough
to sct ofl the fuze,, In a booby trap of this sort, the
grenade may be placed either fuze down or fuze up.
Meutralizing the trap is simple. Carefully uncover and
remnove the grenade, and insert the safety pin or a nail
in the safety-pin hole.

The Japs have alse used their Type 8¢ soe-mm grenade-
discharger shells 1 this tvpe of trap, although they citen
forger 1o climinate the safety feature in the shell fuze
with the result that the booby trap s practically harmless,

G2
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On Levee Jup hand grenades disguised as coconuts madde
their appearance. The shell of a coconut was hlied with
dlack powder with a hand grenade embedided in it, only
the pressure detonator protruding.  This provides a
cleverly camouflaged explosive charge for use in pressure-
tvpe booby traps.  Crude, box-type antipersonnel charges,
employing the same principle of grenade detonation as
the coconut mine, also are common. They have been
found in the prass along roads and placed beneath stair-
cases and floors in buildings contiining ammunition.

PULL-TYPE GRENADE TRAPS

The Japs have invented wavs of using their pressare-
type hand grenades in pulitype booby traps withowt
altering the fuzes. Une way is to suspend the grenade
by a strip of cloth tied with a quick-rciease knot to the
door of a shelter, house, gun position, command post,
or gther structure. Opening the door releases the knot
dropping the grenade on its siriker,  [f the delay powder
train has been removed, the explosion is instantineous.

Or the trap may be rigged so that opening the door
withdraws a supporting pin or breaks a supporting string.

The grenades are sometimes supplemented by a se-mm

grenade-discharger shell, grevade and shell bemg wize
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the fap coconut booby wrap is made. A sharp blow or the safery cap of the grenade sets it off.



. . togeihier to increase the eflect of the explosion.  Like many
<l other Jap ideas, however, this is a poor one, since the
~ grenade seldom explodes the shell,
_ Grenades fnted with pulltvpe fuzes have been used
Yy more successiully. Given sufficient time hefore quitting
' an ares, the Japs sy be expected to convert virtnally
any movable object inte 2 puliaype booby trap.

Our infantrymen on Leyie found thar the Japs had
- attached coconuts t grenades by strings. When the coco-
2 ] nits were picked up, the grenade pia was pulled out and
' the grenmade expleded.  Bamboo peles were similarly
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i ends of the bambeo poles, with the pull string tied 1o any
. pearby stationarsy ohicct.
A particlaniy Japworthy scheme reported  frem ou-
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SrE R e A 3 2 4 : grenades or packages of picric acid (on Guam they used
me S e SRl T S Nl e e s : Awmerican hund grenades) o the armpits, underneath, or

' T Py e A e X A tied to the legs of their or our unburied dead. The
(Rl 2 AR | grenades exploded if the bodies were moved. The Japs
This improvised box booky trap aperaies in the same way as the cocontit booby trap. have also, on more than ove occasion, booby-trapped their
own wounded i the same way.
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Jap hand gresade and grenade dizeharger shell wired
together us & booby-trap charge.




EXPLOSIVE GROCERIES

It looks like an ordinary can of preserved strawberries
such as you might hod on the shelves of your neighbor-
hood A & P. Hut it blows up in your face if you Lift it
Jap explosive groceries were hrst encountered ncar
Hsenwi, Burma, and were also found in the Philippines.
The cans, about 215 inches in diamcter and 2% inches
high, are marked with standard-brand U. 5. labels. A
hole in the side of the can is fitted with a threaded brass
adapter to receive a brass fuze of the quick-match, puli-
type design.
objects, and the “frunt” exploded instantancously if the
can was picked up.  Or one boobyarapped can might be
included in a case of genuine canned [ruit, with the
pull fuze fixed 1o explode when the cans were lifted out.
The can i the photograph happens to be Libby’s pine-

The Japs ved the igniters to stationary

apple. Any other counterfeit label may be used. A
likely location for these traps is a captured rations dump.

Explosive toothpaste belongs to the same school, An
ardinary popular-brand toothpaste twbe s hiled with
high explosive and fuzed to [unction in the same way as
the tincan traps. The detonator fits into the opening

for the cap.
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The Japs have alse planted explosive soap. An ex-

plosive or incendiary charge is molded 1o represent a
bar of bath soap. The ward “Ivory™ is embossed on one
side, and “Procter and Gamble” on the other, A primer
15 located in a recess on one side of the charge. The
Aussies reporting this didn't make clear just how the
charge was rigged for ignition, but most likcly a pull-
type l[riction iguoiter is vsed to cause an explosion if the
saap bar is picked up.

These booby taps can all be casilv neutralized by
nding the wire or cord connected to the igniter. Cut
this cord and then the dummy soap, tube, or can ray
be moved without danger.

SOUVENIR HUNTERS BEWARE

The sword of a Jap officer Yooks fine on a Peoria mantle:

picce. Bur the soldier who picks one up on the bartde-
ficld may never get back to Peorie.  The Japs, knowing
oer iiking for souvenirs. make u habit of using their
swords or other personal equipment as booby-trap bait,

In many cases the booby-trapped equipment is still
attached to the body of o dend Jap—his wristwatch, for
cxarple, still renning, But a pull igniter and explosive
charge are ulso attached.
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: Or the r:quip'mcnf may be scattered carelessly as though Jap bivouac urca got used o picking up ﬂlf'ﬁﬂ sacks and i
> abandoned in fight or lost during an action.  In one area shaking out the souvenirs. Now and again, instead of e : i
: our troops came upon sandbags hiled with pictures ol chop sticks, @ Jap Hag, and ten-yen notes, a sock would A majotity of the large number of Jap plancs captured MORE PULL-TYPE TRAPS o
5 roo] : ~ : : : ; : :
E -' Lils : R o S rrenade with the safetv pin pulled. inptac: on Peleliu were booby-trapped with either ann- ! : : it
geisha girls and odds and ends of Jap cquipment. Un- containe a L. S, hand grenade mtli* ¢ : ! ] : s : ik : }I I‘:~ : izt * Other Jap puli-type booby traps use mortar shells, ar- i
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derncath the souvenirs in each bag were 4 or 5 pounds A .hnmm: ﬂ‘;f ol 1] 1;'“" . N ¢ .:} Intell I"'m T | * il i i hut It i tillery shells, or varicus improvised cxplosive charges. ﬁ
; it . e R 1 rround.  He was an old hand: suspicious of a v Intelligence personnel, several souvenir hunters were . e
of explosive provided with a pull igniter and detonator. on the grou dii%il . =i : |,:~| ] SR i RER S A el R T Burma, the Japs used wooden boxes, about 10 inches i
# : lized by locating and deaw- bouby trap he tied a string 1o the pisiol and aulled u - illed and the planes—very valuable for ipzelligence pur- : : / £ i
Ihe traps were easily ncutraiiz P ERERRANS T S g : | ; 3 . ' : W= ¥ Lane. = incl ide, and 8 inches deop, hlled with § I
s ; , Z : ol Lot 1 : E=anern devoliaked.  The tame thing has freatiently fong. 5 inches wide, and ¥ mnches deep, hilled with pos- H
R the ieniter, from a distance. When there was no CEPHOR IO, O SR 3 PosCs—Were demonshcd, oo € imng rodjilanily it S : ; ; ; ;
iR OULOF cutting ol E ¥ : : hen: be xapnted £ £ B i s e of i iarisssed wstdeisd sibly 5 pounds of picric acid explosive. The boxes were
The Japs on Saipan often carried their personal pos- the pistol as a souvenir. Larer on. when fie shappec the : appened in the case of other captured maenel, | S ; :
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jons in 2 sock, and American soldiers overrunning s cocking piece the weapon exploded, blosinyg ol tis hand, Cemmeon articies which she laps converted into booby firted with pullaype igniters, : ith the puil string ticd 10 a A
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i ‘ traps early in the war included pipes, tountuin pens, flash- potential souvenir or sther object.  Simall sandbags were i
i lights, and umbrellas, somctiimes substituted for the wooden boxes,
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—=PULL CORD

« TWINE
== MARM BOOY OF FUZE

PULL TYPE IGNITER
WITH SHORT DELAY

ot _!\_. <=l SPLIT BAMBOO
"T'"'L TWINE

DETOMATOR- MINER"S TYPE

i
‘i it b EXPLOSIVE - CRYSTAL LIKE
1 POWDER, TAMN IN COLCR

|\ il coLORED CLOTH BAG
EOLOR AND SIZE vARY

WEICHT OF ASSERBLY,
_FuzeD, s 2.
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Boady trap demolition hag.

100

A R T e e T T M I P TR T T N T T Tr I T B oy T T W

The cloth-bag demohition device shown on this page
has been enconntered in Lewte, Smipan, Okimaws, and
Burina. The bag, containing just over a quarter pound of
explosive, was equipped with a pull igmter, shont delay,
and detonator.  Colored white, light blue, or pink, the
bags averaged abour 8 inches long and 4% inches wide,
a handy size for booby-trapping almost any object.

One svay the cloth-bag demolition vcin e wiwd 1o
booby-trap a plane.
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Given time, the Jeps will alwoys bochy-arap their vosd bocks. _Arallery shetis wath poll fuzes ure wied here.

A supersimple pulltype trap used by the Japs consisia
of iron spikes taped around o charge of dynamite thar
contains a pull igniter,  They have also improvised boolwy
fraps by connecting igntters to cases of ammunition and
dynamite placed along the sides of roads,

A Jap light machine gun was found with a wire ar-
tached to the cocking handle and connecied to a British-
pattern pull switch. From this an instantancons fuse
led to a buned British mine.

An obstacle was boobyvtrapped by tving together two
75-mm shells and mmbedding a primer-cap in the nose
of onc shelll A puil string ran from the pruner w the
obstacle, so that anvone takmg down the obstacle would
spring the trap. The Japs usually place two such booby
traps at each road block or obstacle. This same method
was used in Burma to booby-trap sacks of rice.

In the Kalewa aren of Burma, coconuts were found

that had been cut wm half, emptied of their mear, filled
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with pieric acid, and joined together again.  Pulltype

igmiters were inserted for antachment to stationary objects.
Merely kicking or knocking the coconuts about was
 enough to explode the booby trap.

Rewreating Jap troops o northern Luzon boobv-trapped
abandoned stacks of smmunition so ingeniously that
the traps were discovered only at the price of several
lives, In a typical trap, go cases of se-mm grenades and
small-arms ammunition were neatly stacked six cases high
within a revetment cut nto the side of a ki, This revet-
ment was large enough only for the munitions, Entrance
and encirclement weren't possible on the ground leved,
and inspection covld be made only at one end and from
above. Seen from the embankment. the site resembled
a poor attenapt at conceabng o pllbox,  Loose dirt, twigs,
aixd grass were throws on wp of 4 rooi consisting ol two
sheets of corrugated iron and & plywood door from 2
pearby house.  This apparent casuainess of preparation

. was a deiiberate plan

Fastened beneath the roof to long branches were six
puil-type Iriction igniters fixed in box-type mines. These
mines wire placed directly on top of the stacks of mum-
ions and carried the entre weight of the roof. Any ot
tempt 16 move any portion of the roof would almost
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Fymeal Jap prllaype booby traps along a covdsnic, H.r'g
sk ed ammunition m:.:,.r.-, & precariowsiy bolanoed fox of
dynaritie, and sacks of vice.
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certainly puli at leas: one of the igniters, detonate the
picric scid contents of the box mine, and initiate ex.
plosion of the ammunition,

In the same arca one of these mines was wrapped i a
camouflige net that entirely concealed i, and set in an
empty wooden box. Anyone unrolfing the net would
undoubtediv puli the igniter.

PRESSURE-RELEASE TRAPS

Lacking suitable igniters, the japs have not made much
use of booby traps that funcuion on pressure release.
They have, however, improvised a few such traps from
available material, including captured equipment.

in one case an Amerncan S1anm mortar shell, lashed
1o a plank, was laid on top of 2 British band grenade so
i to mamtun pressure on the grenade fuze. Aoy move-
ment of the plank, which was set across the entrance
a dugout, would have exploded the grenade, which in
turn was intended 1o explode the mortar shell

TRAPS SET WITH TRIP WIRES

Like all other armices, the Japs make wide use of trip
wires in sctting boolry traps. Particularly in the jungle,

Lan e rgppinh o b mp PR e Lt e s ] L e LR LR

Mt phe trip-wive bouby trap wsing two fap hond grenades.
Fhe trip wives are normally hidden by undevgrowth,

i wires may oe expected across tracks leading to Jap i
pesitions.  These wires may operaie sither when they're
cut or when they're pulled out of position. Some of the
fap trip-wire traps are very clumsily devised, but others
are cleverly construcred and craftily concealed. The irip
wire may sct off a warning device rather than a booby
trap. But in either case, taur wires should not be cut,
and slack wires shouid not be pulled.

With wrip wires the Japs again use their own hand
grenades extensively, A light string may be passed be-
tween two trees, straddling a rail, with 2 grenade ar
cach end. A man passing down the trail breaks the string,
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ik g dropping the grenades tuze-foremaost ento Hat rocks puiced
anderncath them. Or a grenade may be enclosed in a

All of these traps were made with British No, 16 prenades,
Two methods were used.

=s.mm fuze can with the striker down and both inserted

In one method, a tn can with cisc end and a past

e i1 an ariillery shell case. The fuze can is supported of the side cut away was tied to the trip wire, A grenade,
il within the shell case by a pin, which is tied to the tnip with safetvy pin removed, was placed in the can so that

e wire. The far end of the wire 1t attached to a spring, its release handle was held tast,
f‘* weight, or elastic stick, w0 make sure the pin is with- : The grenade and can were placed either on the ground
wﬂh- ":E drawn when the wire is tripped. For greater cﬂﬁft. 5 or in a tree. Puiling the trip wire would draw the
il gl-aﬁ plastic explosives may be packed into the exira space in i cin away from the grenade and free the release handle,

.l; e 1he Fize can. E detonating the grenade.

;| ,j This same method may be vsed with hollow bambos : The sccond method was to place a grenade, with
:a. }’”ﬁ* sticks about 2 feet long in place of shell cases. These safety pin pulied, in 2 tree fork so that the release handle
:; e traps can be neutralized quickly by curting the trip wires, i was held down by a branch. A siring avached 10 the
- R G i } : 5 removing the grenades, and replacing the safety pms. In- ; grenade was placed as a inp wire, When the string was

L vestigate both cnds of the trip wire belore you cut it

however, to be sure you know exactly what kind of trap
you gre dealing with.

British Mark ! and No. 36 hand grenades have also
figured faitly extensively in Jap trip-wire booby traps.

tripped, the grenade fell out of the tree fork, the handle
was released, and the gronade exploded. The wires used
in rigging these booby traps were strung loose m the
heavy undergrowth or uttached to long vines and creep-
ers. Ordinary telephone wire was wed for trip wires
with no attempt to improve on the camoefiape afforded

THIP WIRE

et , e In & recent engagement i Burma, the Japs itsed booby

gk ';'1fr TE traps on an unusually lirge scale in an attempt to block
et \ 2 If 254 _: :. = 3 2

RE e Al S i i el R e the approach to a center of resistance.  More than 100
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i e T bocby traps were set in a yungle covered area 100 yards

- Jap hard grenude suspended in tube for booby-trapping. wide and 200 yards long on a high and narrow ridge.

by the dense vegetation. = -

in the Arakan, along the coast of Burma, the Japs used 3
a small prefabricated boobytrap device. It was very
simplv constructed and intended to be used with a wip

B

Two ways the Japoneie wse Britich hand grenade: in.
tripavive baoby traps, i




wire, The contuner for the explosive charge looked
like an ordinary round tin can, 215 by 374 inches, and

probably contained picric actd,  The bring mechanism,

a pull igniter. proiruded from the middle of the side
of the can,

Another prelabricated charge, this one made of wood,
consisted of a strong box, 8 by 10 by 12 inches, filled with
explosive, This was normaily equipped with two igniter
asserablies o which trip wires could be amached.

Cxher Jap mip-wire booby traps have used Rangslore
torpedoes as the explosive charge. The jap torpedo con.
sists of an explosive charge placed in a picce of ordinary
iron inpe, 2 anches in diameter and 4o inches jong, with
a cap on each end. It can be forther idenufied by a red
ring painted around the pipe. The torpede nonmally
explodes after a delay of 6 to 7 scconds, but this delay
may be eliminated when it 1s set as a booby trap. A trip
wire cin castly be tied to the braided cord connected with
the friction igniter in one end of the pipe.

ELECTRICAL TRAPS

An easv booby trap to set is the dectrical one. Aoy
vehicle, scarchlizht, generator, light circuit, or ather clec-
trical gear can be rigged so that the current will detonate

twh

an explosive charge.  Before any captured Jap cquipment
is handied, it should be examined for electrical as well as
mechanical booby teaps.

On Kiska in the Aleutians our troops found several
examples of jap electrical booby traps.  In one building
the pick-up arm of a phonograph had been rigped so
that if the arm had been moved 1o play a record a circuit
would have been closed to an dectneal detonatos, ex-
moding a charge beneath the floor of the building. In
another building a radio had been packed with 'TNT,
ready to explode when the switch was wirned on.

At an airground radio command post captured on
Saipan, five charges, cach consisting of wn small blocks
of picric acid and a frng device, were connected i
series with the transmitter so as to explode if the trans
mitter were energized. A sixth charge of the same com-
position was connected with a trip wire covering the
entrance of the tont, and a seventh was connected to a
rifle just outside the tent.

The Japs have also vsed a bumboo contact swich re-
sembling a clothespin for constructing electrical booby
traps. Single wires are run along the outer edges of
the separate halves of the sawed-out bamboo stck, and

f

e,

nut and bolt contacts are screwed into the ends, The
wires are connected from the conyact poinis to a drv ccll
battery and a charge of explosives.  Two such booby ‘tmm
were tound on Kiska, both under boards at the entrances
t caves, placed so that the weight of 3 persun stepping
on the board would bend the sections of the bamboo
stick together and close the electrical cirenit. 1o one
trap the explosive charve consisied of two sake { rice
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Boody.trapped, buried charge of 56 wircraft bowmbs con-
nected for electrical ignition by a delay switch.

R b .

beer) botides tilled with loose picric acid and pliced inside
1 120-mum shell case. In the other, the explosive was a

metal-covered block of pieric acid weighing abour 4 |

o
pounds.  Electric blasting caps were used as initiators to
st off the charges.

A briet scarch will usually reveal the wiring for elec-

L] [ ] - - -
trical booby craps.  Disconnecting or cutting all clec-

trical leads will pevtralize the Lraps.

DELAY TRAPS

Retreating Japs may leave behind booby traps set for
delayed detonation.  In buildipgs they have used a triip
constructed of two 75-mm shells ted together with an
igmter imbedded in the nose of one shell, The shells
are pliced on an inclined board with a short pull string
attached 1o the top of the bourd. A wire threaded through
& shell case hlled with acid pasie supports the shells.
When the acid eats through the wire, the shells slide
down the incliced board, and the tension on the pull
string operates the igniter, Delay in such in improvised
mechanism can be varied by the diameter and muaterial
of the support wire or by the concentration of the acid.

Another delay trap, sketched en this page. was found
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on an airheld in the Sonthwest Pacific.  The explosive
churge consisted of fifty 550-pound acrial bambs set nose-
Jown in a ground pit covered by a galvanized iron plate
and camouflaged with wfts of grass. Planted with the
bombs were two separate 20-pound booster charges, cach
wired with two dectric detonating caps. Fired elec.
trically, this mine could be Jetonated cither by a clock
mechanism or by 2 booby switch. Wires were run from
the detonating eaps through a bauery to the nme clock
and to the galvanized iron cover, which, when moved,
would activate the booby switch, This switch consisted
of a stick thrust through a hole in the plate. Exposed
wires leading to the detonators were fixed to the stick
3 inches above and below the plate.  Lifting or depressing
the iron plate would cause the wires to wuch the plate
s clase the ciecuit.  The dock switeh, which could be
set for any time up to 24 hours, would otherwise event
wally close the circuii. Both the clock and the batery
were buried in tin containers,

INCENDIARY TRAPS

Among the surprise packages the Japs leave behind
when they vacate an area may be VArious Lypes af n-

An ordinary bottle may contain separate portions of
henzine and sulfuric acid, with potassium chlorate and
some other substance as the stopper. If such a bottle is
shaken or tipped over, the sulfuric acid comes mto con-
tact with the mixture in the stopper and causes a small
explosion and ignition of the benzine.

A bamboo ovlinder may be converted into an incen
diary booby trap by inserting a tube containing layers
of kerosene, cotton, glycerine, and probably nitric acid.
This mixture will ignite after a certain leagth of time or
when the tube is shaken or disturbed. The actual con-
tents of incendiary traps of this sort left by retreating
Japs have pot been fully determined.

Another Jap device, which may be used either as a
hooby trap or demelition device, looks like 2 greenish-
biack cellulond L'i;;'sr cise,  Three tubes arce formed 'll"_r the
corrugated shape of the body.  The muddle fube contins
the firing mechanisim, while the outside tubes contain an
incendiary mixture,  This mechunism appears to be de-
signed for use as an ignition device for inflammiable
material.  The same is true of other demalition devices
leit behind by the Japs in retreat.  Most of them, hewever,
are capable of causing fatal imjury jo anyone setiing them
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cendiary booby traps.
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| THIS JAP SOLDIER WAS SMART,
BUT PFC JOE DOAKES WAS SMARTER.
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